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Nagorguiry Castle
No. 106. Bijripury. Siam.
6th April 1808
To
Lady Leonowens the Siamese royal school
Mastress. Bangkok Siam.

&0. &o.  &O0.

My dear Maam!

Having received your letter in answer to my last note, on the 2nd. inst.
upon the same time of receipt of several letters per the Steamer Chowphai which
arrived at Bangkok on the 31st. ultimo. Having been very engaged in preparing
several letters to be dispatched per the return of the fore-named Steamer as soon
as possible, | have no time towrite you in answer since the 2nd. until today, when
the back of my several dispatches was closed this morning and sent down to Ban
Lum in waiting for steamer fore named the superintendent of which has promised
in his letter to me that he will direct Captain Orton, the commander of the said
steamer, to come up here and receive my letters and parcels for Singapore, instead
of starting directly as usual way. | hope my letters back and somethings being
product of this place, sent down for acceptance of my consul and his assistant Mr
Nai Netre will doubtless be on board the said steamer today afternoon or evening. |
have just embraced leisure hour to write you in reply, as | was very glad to learn
that you have a visit of H.B.M.'s consul Mr. Thomus George Knox, who has as
assured you that he will be standing in favourable assistance to me and my
government, even but privily, for the hostilial stop of French Imperial deputie and
monopolies of spirit sale &c. &c. | am very thankful to him, and to you, for your
good service in seeing him and laying the matter, even privily, clear before him. |
beg to request and you shall convey my thank to him for the said assurance. I will
go from hence tomorrow for Bangkok, where | hope | will arrive at morning of
8th.instant the next sunday, as we can go at deep, or death, of night when the
strong southern wind which on every day of present season, growing strong and

increasing in force or weight and velocity since 10 0 clock A.M. and becoming



decreasing or strengthless at about 6 o'clock P.M. the waves at sea very high and
vehement. My children and more over the sons and daughters of the late second
king who are, in accompany me on the time of embarking from Bangkok by sea on
day of 25th. ultimo, were much suffered of seasick throughout six or seven hours
during our way at sea on daylight, wherefore we intend now to g¢o on late of night
to avoid the strong wind or monsoon.

Mr. W.H. Read the cheif partner of the firm of Messrs. A.L. Jestin & Co. of
Singapore and consul for Netherland and Sweden with Norway at that port, being
now a deputy from the English company, who endeavour to make up a line for
telegraph from Rangoon to Singapore came per the steamer Chow-phya to hold
conversation with us for that purpose as our territories numbered as a few
provinces of Siam and dependant Malayan states, are lying between those points of
Rangoon and Singapore: on his arrival at Bangkok having learnt of myself and my
Prime ministers being absent thither and present here, he has embarked per small
steamer for this city and was arrive here on the 2nd. instant. Now he is with us here
locating house of Phra Bejrebesay the second governor of this place. He has
interview with every day, his conversation concerning general political affairs, as he
shown himself as a g¢o politician: in regard to the required line of telegraph: he has
held good conversation with Chow Phya Sri Surywongse S.P.K. the president
Southern provinces of Siam and Malayan tributary states dependant to Siam: his
term seems to be more reasonable and better than what proposed. sometimes ago
by one of English Engineer, who stated that he will construct line of telegraph from
Paknam to Bangkok. | beg to remain Maam!

Your faithful and well wishing friend

S. P. P. MahaMongkut R.S.
On 5441 day of reign.

Very private postscript.

Will you have remembered? Once before some several months ago, when
you have said to me that | should dignify my first son, or Prince Chowfa
Chulalongkorn as my heir apparent like the Prince of Wales of England? | have
refused and denied your word, and have had stated unto you that the general

people do not have more pleased on me and my descendant. | am very sorry even



many foreigners are so, as our native general people, although | have been doing
nothing unfavourable to right of general people, they consider me as unpopular!
Then you have denied unto me, that you have learnt such from none sometime
since your arrival to Siam until that very day. Why! How well you have learnt such
the word! As almost every one of our native people and foreigners ascertainedly
knowing that you are really my partisan, even may be my spy-who would say such
before your audience? Now | have witness or testimony to that statement, which
had been said to you by me even before, There is a newspaper of Singapore
entitled “Daily News" just published, after last arrival of the steamer Chowphya at
Singapore: in which paper a correspondence from an individual resident at Bangkok
dated 16th March 1866 was shown: but | have none of that paper in my possession.
Mr. Tan Kim Ching did not send to me for perusal. | have read one in the hand of an
individual here | did not notice the number and the date, to state to you now: but |
trust such the paper must be in the hand of several foreigners in Bangkok. May you
have read it perhaps- otherwise you can obtain the same from anyone or by order
to obtain from Singapore. After perusal therefore, you will not be able to deny my
statement, fore mentioned, more over as general people both native and foreigners
here seem to have less pleasure on me and my descendants than their pleasure
and hope on another amiable family to them until the present day. What was said
therein for a princess considered by the speaker or writer as proper or suitable to
be head of my harem (a room apart for confinement of women of eastern
monarchs) there is no least intention occurred to me even once, or in my dream
indeed! | think if I do | will die soon perhaps! The said correspondence dated 16th
March 1866, | consider must from one to the British consulate, but not from the
consul himself, or must from the consul of D. (Danemark) no doubt: not from
American Journalists or Mr. Chandler, the idiom of whom may be otherwise. This
my handwriting or content hereof shall be kept secretly.
| beg to remain Maam!
Your faithful and well wisher
(Signed) S.P.P. MahaMongkut R.S.
on 5444th day of reign.

The writer hereof beg to place his confidence on you always.
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