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Abstract

The vernacular documentation project of wooden, two — story shophouse no. 162 in the
Hua Takhe Old Market Community was an exploratory and evaluative research project. The
research objectives were to find out about the building’s historical background and its architectural
characteristics. Research data collected from field surveys was used for analysis, specifically to
find appropriate conservation and development techniques that would maintain the authenticity
and integrity of the building. Moreover, safeguarding this building would encourage further
cultural heritage preservation within the community.

Historical data for this building was combined with information gathered from the owner
of the building, residents of the community, and documents related to the building. Architectural
data collected from field surveys, building measurements, and architectural drawings was used to
illustrate the architectural characteristics, materials, conditions, height, and function of the
building. The data collecting process allowed the owner of the residence, local residents, students,
contractors, and all other stakeholders to work closely with the research team on numerous aspects
of the plan. Their role in the documentation and conservation plan included identification,
documentation, assessment, treatment, and implementation of the conservation plan.

Research shows that wooden, two — story shophouse no. 162 is important to the history
and architecture of the community. The building itself can be used as a learning facility for
construction techniques, adaptive re-use, and the rehabilitation process; it would be a good
example of how housing in a previously poor condition could be adapted for a unique new
function such as a coffee shop or accommodations for tourists. This contemporary activity,
completed by Mr.a Chavalit Satthamskul, is an appropriate way to serve the needs of the local
community as well as create an economic gain sufficient enough to preserve the authenticity and

integrity of the building.
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