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ABSTRACT

The objectives of This researchs are to, 1) investigate the physical features and
the cultural landscape at Wat Suthapoch, 2) study current participation and the needs of
participation in the future to develop cultural landscape of tourist attraction, 3) explore the
opinions about uniqueness of cultural landscape of tourist attraction, 4) examine the needs of
development on the hardscape and the softscape, 5) study the development policies on the
cultural landscape of Wat Suthapoch and, 6) proposes the cooperative guidelines among Mon
people in developing the cultural landscape of Wat Suthapoch. The research instruments included
questionnaires for 300 Mon people living in Liap Khlong Mon Community (alongside the Mon
canal), group discussion among 10 representatives, questionnaires for 4 architectural experts and
in-depth interviews for 2 local organizations and 2 community leaders.

The results showed that Wat Suthapoch was the center of Mon Community. Some
buildings were not located in the Putthawas area (Semi-Public Zone) and the Sangkhawas area
(Private Zone) since the temple lacked space plans. The exploration of the buildings at
Wat Suthapoch showed that most of the buildings were Thai architectural designs since Thai and
Mon communities were closely combined. As a result, the buildings were decorated with swans
figures, saohongse (swan pillars) and Mon alphabets to decorate the buildings to depict
the representation of a Mon temple.

The results revealed that current participation in developing the cultural landscape
showed that the entire participation was from the representatives management. The investigation

on process of participation revealed that the people in the community undertook the operational
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process. In addition, the cooperative opportunities could be seen through workshops.

The future needs of participation in developing cultural landscape were that people in
the community needed to be able to express their opinions. This enabled them to share their
opinions but they did not have power to make decision. The investigation on process of
participation revealed the people in the community needed was that they should be able to make
decision. This enabled them to make decision to select guidelines and map out plans for
participation in the future. The exploration of the way for future participation showed that people
needed opportunities to attend meetings. This way enabled them to formulate plans together.
The problem of participation was that people had difficulties in developing cultural landscape due
to insufficient budgets. The cause of the problem included lack of written policies from local
organizations, the temple and the community. Therefore, the goals and operational process should
be cooperatively formulated to set up policies that determined budget for development projects.

The investigation on cultural landscape uniqueness of Wat Suthapoch among the people
in the community, the representatives, the local organizations and the community leaders showed
that the uniqueness of the Ubosot (buildings was the temple). It was the first building constructed
in the period of Chao Chom Manda Klin (minor wife of the king rama 4). The unique cultural
landscape was saohongse (swan pillars) since they were outstanding from the environment and
were reference points or were recognized. The unique culture was alms giving by boat during
the end of Buddhist Lent of Mon people which was the only one event found in Bangkok.
The unique tourist attraction was Ladkrabang Local Museum where cultural resources and local
wisdom were provided.

The needs of hardscape development showed that the people in the community and
the representatives needed development of parking area the most. This was because the surface
subsided, leaving holes on the surface which needed to be repaired every year. The local
organizations and the community leaders expressed that signs needed to be developed the most.
This was because there should be location and direction signs to locate tourist attractions and
religious units in the temple which provided convenience access to tourists.

The needs of softscape development showed that the people in the community, the local
organizations and the community leaders needed improvement at the parking lot. This was
because the trees began to deteriorate which may be dangerous to cars. In addition,

the representatives of the people in the community needed development on the landscape along



Khlong Lum Pla Tiew Canal because the area was used for relaxing, feeding fish and cultural
events.

The investigation on the previous, the current and the future policy plans for cultural
landscape of Wat Suthapoch by interviewing the local organizations and the community leaders
showed the lack of written policies. As a result, it lacked clear operational procedures for cultural
landscape development at Wat Suthapoch.

The investigation on the evaluation of building value by surveying the architectural
experts showed that the most important level was sentimental value. This was because
the majority of the buildings were important to Mon people. The second was historic value and
the practical value respectively.

Wat Suthapoch is recommended as a cultural learning center for Ladkrabang which can
potentially develop its tourist attraction cultural landscape by focusing on participation from

involving parties to formulate the plans together.
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