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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to study geographic, economy, society, forest
resource, community activity, people's knowledge, understanding, and opinion to the
community forest. These factors’ relationships are to be criticized in term of effect to
each other. In the study, the researcher analyzes both in qualitative and quantitative
scheme. The research team collected the information by questionnaires, which were
distributed to 217 households. Moreover, they also Interviewed senior population,
community leaders, and conceming private and governmental organizations to gather as
much information as possible. Then all the fact-finding are analyzed and concluded in
ways to permanently develop a cooperative on the community forest.

Phu-Kra-Tae forest covers a small hill area close to several villages. It is an only
buffer in the southwest of Phukheaw Wildlife Sanctuary. In the past, Phu-Kra-Tae forestry
area was approximately 25,000 Rai but it is just 8,000 Rai nowadays after many years of
people invasion. Numbers of both private and government owned organizations have
tried to protect the decreasing of the forest by cooperate with the local people. They tried
to revive the forest by persuading local people in the surrounding area to be realized that
the fertile lands in the forest are very important to their living. Agricultural occupations
like Rice Grower and generally hiring in farms are first and second popular jobs of most
people in the surrounding area. Plant and vegetable growing for household consumption
has spanned in every people's farms surrounding and places of natural water resource.

Maijority of local people always rely mostly on natural resources from Phukheaw since the

111



forest land has been very much abundant. Therefore they do not have to grow any plant
or farmed animals by themselves. In according to the reason, many projects have been
set up to re-fertilize Phu Kratae forest for being a source of all natural resources for the
people in the area. This will be able to reduce the use of Phukheaw’s and Phu Lanka's
natural resources.

People in the area are required to join the process of policy set up. They can
identify actual problems and the reasons because most of them used to be parts of
forest growing project before. Moreover it was found that people who used to join the
project has more interests than people who did not. They have been through leaming
process and known methodology of the project. Therefore, they found that they had more
chance to propose their opinions. Furthermore, community leaders and local public
communications can have a vital role to publicize knowledge about the community
forest. This is another factor that make people to easily and quickly receive the
information. So that they can better cooperate in the community forest project planning.
However, the problem of forest invasion and the use of natural resource in forbidden
area by other villages surround Phukheaw still have to be solved as soon as possible by
publicity and probably making an agreement with the local people to be more
understanding about ways to proper use resources from nature, and for preventing high
conflict with local people in the future.

Thus, in order to be a real cooperative community forest development, the
government should let local people to join the brainstorming process. So that they can
raise the opinions about their communities, instead of only follow the operation plan.
More, the community forest network should expand to every village by asking for support
tfrom conceming organizations in the area. This is (o builld the exising communities to be
stronger, and have higher capability to accept the way of thinking and methodology for
creating clearer work process understanding. Then the work will take less time, and have
more efficiency. Nevertheless, in Thai's society, people especially in upcountry always
afraid of power. This can make the results of the community forest management be like
the needs of those powerful people with no any against from the local people who think
different. One of solutions that the government can do is to encourage the local people to
have more important role and know the community forest management process from the

beginning.
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8. msALANlaaigianua (Manipulation)

The Arnstein Ladder of Citizen Participation
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NINT 2.2 udAe The Amstein Ladder of Citizen Participation
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The Ladder of Community Participation for Undeveloped Countries

The Arnstein Ladder of Citizen Participation .
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and 2.3 uaas The Ladder o Community Participation for Undeveloped Countries
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