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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this were to study existing Mosques in Thailand and to examine how
the design is influenced by various factors such as physical environment and the desires of the local
Muslim community. From this research, an overall design concept was developed. This created a set
of broad guidelines to assist other architects in the future to design Mosques to suit Thai conditions.

The information used for this thesis was collected by surveying 10 Mosques located in
various parts of Thailand. The leader at each Mosque was interviewed. Fifty people who came to
pray or participate in activities at the Mosque were asked to complete questionnaires. In total 500
people were surveyed. The architectural form of each Mosque was studied both for its both functional
and aesthetic form.

The information obtained from the questionnaires was then collated and analysed. This data
was then compared with the theory in chapter 2. From this comparison the researcher was able to
draw conclusions about the requirements for the design of a Mosque in Thailand. These conclusions
were as follows :The main structure should be of rectangular shape, this layout will be influenced by
the physical environment present at the site.

The Gibla wall should face the west to comply with Islamic regulations.

The Mosque should be of multi storey construction so as to make best use of the Limited
space available. This building should have open spaces to allow for different activities to be

conducted within,
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The architectural style should be unmistakably Islamic and be easily recognised as such by all
who look upon this building.

Materials used for the structure should be of modern type suitable for the local climate.

The most important components of the Mosque are as follows; the Gibla wall, Mihrab area, Mimbar ,
ablutions and the Minarets.

Components of lesser importance will be chosen according to the desires of the local
community. In order of importance, these are : an area for religious education, a library and an area
where adults can listen to the Imam speak.

The inner court area, toilets and ablutions should have separate areas for male and female
persons,

Decoration of the Mosque is important. This should help to provide an atmosphere conducive
to eligious activity. It is especially important that words from the Kuran be used as part of this
decoration.

Facilities such as an information board, visitor’s room, chairs for resting, drinking water and
public telephones should be provided.

Sufficient parking area should be provided to cater for all people who wish to attend the
Mosque.

The author hopes that the results of this research will set a design trend for Mosques in

Thailand, and allow for construction of Mosques that are appropriate for Thai conditions.
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