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ABSTRACT
The purpose of this study is to find the way to improve public infrastructure and utilities
in Bangkok inner city by taking the two old commercial areas i.e. Shiangkong and Sampeng in

Sampantawong district. Sampantawong has many economic activities such as retailing and

unique homogenous neighborhoods trading. The district has many kinds of goods especially

miscellaneous things, shoes, leatherwear wholesale in Sampeng and secondhand spare parts in

Shiangkong.

However, the recent policy from the government has demarcated Sampantawong as

adjacent part of Rattanakosin Conservation Area where building height is limited and some

activities are

subject to relocation. Whilst the government policy is being implemented, the area is

facing the problem of physical environment degradation especially infrastructure and utilities in

the commercial area. Therefore, this study has four objectives as follows:

1)

2)

3)
4)

to review policies from both public and private sectors relevant to the development
of Sampantawong district,

to study and compare the roles of commercial area as Sampeng and Shiangkong with
central place theory,

to explore Infrastructure and Ultilities conditions, and

to make use of finding to improvement ways for infrastructure and utilities.

Data collection is divided into 2 parts. The primary data are collected by field

observation and questionnaire survey. The secondary data are collected by searching and

111



reviewing documentary such as book, map, etc. The descriptive analysis, mapping and
simple statistics are used to interpret the findings.

It is found that both Sampeng and Shiangkong have wide-range of service areas,
which cover all Bangkok and vicinity provinces, although there are infrastructure
problem such as lack of parking space, road, and service area.

Under the governent policy and the facts of areas, the study found the way to
improve infrastructure that: for Sampeng, to maintain retail shop and support to be a new
tourism attraction place for Bangkok, infrastructure should be designed at high standard
to accommodate both sellers and buyers.

Shiangkong, on the other hand, has non-conforming activities. The existing
activities many have to change. The emphasis should be made on the promotion of
service- oriented business in stead of second hand machinery spare parts.

For the two cases, the important things to do that are maintaining homogenous
trade zones for lively community and improving of Infrastructure and Utilities to be more

efficient to accommodate users.
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