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ABSTRACT

Chinatown, Bangkok is home to the largest Chinese community in Thailand who
immigrated since the early Rattanakosin period to its position as the now-famous
commercial zone in Bangkok. The innovation of row — houses was constructed for the
Chinese, who desired both accommodations and places to do business. The Chinese’ s
life-style in the elegant buildings and the distinctive culture still remain. Especially, the
culture of believe that they tried to construct the Shrine or “Sanjaow” (in Thai) within
community to play respect and use for social association such as Sanjaow Lao-phoon-
thaow-kong was established for 134 years ago. Although, this Shrine played important
role from the past and continuos use for the present with only a few Chinese go there in
pilgrimage in each day and have suffered many problems through the ages, including
deterioration due to neglect like the old houses in Chinatown. The various phenomenon
in this place attracted many experts to study. This result made some elegant buildings
to be conserved and spent a large some of budget but not cover all historic buildings in
this distinctive place. The lack of participation in their upkeep by the local people has
created a crisis for the welfare of such buildings although, the best conservation to be
planed.

This study aims to analyze attitudes toward the conservation of historically and
culturally — significant buildings at Sanjaow Lao-phoon-thaow-kong, as well as some
socio-economic indicators of the population active in building conservation. Inhabitants

live in old buildings and thus continue the social life of the community, were interviewed.



Most of the inhabitants do perceive there to be value in the old buildings and
the Sanjaow Lao-phoon-thaow-kong, and they also participate in efforts to conserve the
neighborhood. A large majority of the well-to-da inhabitants engage experts in building
conservation and willingly pay a lot of money for maintenance. Furthermore, a large
majority of long-lived dwellers have a good sense of the need to conserve Sanjaow Lao-
phoon-thaow-kong, and desire a Shrine Committee to do so in participation with
government experts.

These suggestions apply for both government and concerned authorities.
They should provide the expert to advise the dwellers to conserve the old buildings and
Sanjaow Lao-phoon-thaow-kong in the right ways. They should support a little bit
estimation for maintenance and provide the experts to advise the dwellers in appropriate
ways of conservation. On the contrary, they suppose to search for the experts to
instruct and describe conservation concepts to the Shrine Committee and encourage

people in Chinatown to perceive the value of this old Shrine by visiting there.
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