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ABSTRACT

At present, the problems of housing are the major problems of people in a big city
like Bangkok. Even though the government and the private sectors, both try to solve
such problems but the problems still remain. As some peocple are not able to have
existing access to the housing system because of the unbalance of their incomes and
the price of houses, they have to look the alternative systems, with appropriate to their
incomes. As a result, there are increasing number informal housing systems, to
accommodate their needs. For the Thai society, the Buddhist temples have been one of
the substitutes for a very long time. The main purpose of this study is to investigate the
role of Buddhist temples in the city of Bangkok. The inner areas of Buddhist temples in
Bangkok were chosen as case studies. Even though, the study has indicated that the
housing in temples are in a small volume in comparison to the housing with the whole
system, temples are considered as the permanent Social safety Nets of Thai Society.
The housing in the temple is very useful and should be maintain within the society.

The housing in the temple has been based on the Thai traditional and culture. This
principle should be applied into the public housing especially, for the low-income who
will have be able to afford the formal housing system. These low-income earners will
contribute their time energy working for the publics or government authority in exchange
for their housing. Thus, it can be one solution in helping the low-income earners solve the

housing problems.
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