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ABSTACT

The objectives of this research were to study approaches for conserving and developing
the Bang Phli Floating Market Community, Bang Phli Yai Sub-District, Bang Phli District, Samut
Prakan Province, into a tourist destination. This were to be accomplished by studying problem
conditions and needs of tourists, merchants, and resident members of the market and community,
and propose guidelines for conserving the environment and building service facilities for tourists
in the study zone. One guideline example were for conserving market buildings featuring classical
styles of architecture adjoining the banks of Samrong Canal around Bang Phli Temple. Another
guideline example were the provision of public restrooms, parking areas, signs, or layout plans
displaying various sections of the market. The final guideline example is one of promoting
employment and activities for the community to enjoy a sustainable way of life.

The methodology applied in this research involves environment observation surveys.
Sample Group 1: The population sampled comprises community residents and merchants of 115
shops along the length of the floating market. The survey questionnaire is the research tool
comprising headings on general information of community residents and market merchants,
problem conditions and community needs within the study zone, architectural attributes of
buildings, and public opinion on conservation and development of Bang Phli Floating Market
Community for tourism. Sample Group 2: 30 people engaged in market activities. The survey
questionnaire is the research tool comprising headings on general information of community
residents and market merchants, problem conditions and community needs within the study zone,
and public opinion on conservation and development of Bang Phli Floating Market Community
for tourism.

111



Data analysis is classified into 3 types. Type 1 is analysis of observation data. Type 2 is
data compiled from questionnaires of community residents of 115 shops engaged in commerce
along the 500-meter length of the market. Of those surveyed by questionnaires only 82 samples
due to some building quarters were closed for business. Consequently, 82 samples will be
considered one hundred percent in calculations. Type 3 is questionnaire data collected from 30
people engaged in market activity, which is considered one hundred percent. Percentages will be
summed up by using the criteria of viewpoints and opinions given, problem céunts. majority
needs. That is, the response with the highest percentage will be used as guideline for preserving
and developing the Bang Phli Floating Market Community for tourism. The results of the research
can be summarized as follows:

The change to the form of classical style of the buildings has many factors, such as lack
of knowledge provided on the importance of conserving buildings in their original conditions.
Therefore, perhaps, publicity informing on the importance as a source of education and learning
about the form of classical style of the buildings.

However, improvement through dismantling of building extensions along the canal
corridor, the scenery of the market would more naturally appealing.

Bringing order to the market and nearby areas, such as providing car parking and
protection for cars and along walkway corridors, public restrooms that occur from residents of the
floating market community and area entrepreneurs, which is creating facilities and attractions for
tourists. Sustainable preservation of floating market community for tourism has many approaches
for implementation, and they may be implemented in concert. For instance, support and
encouragement from the public sector is a crucial consideration. This is due to public sector
readiness in terms of human resources, budgeting, technical support, and promotion of cultural
activities. Public relations are a means of introduction to the general public. Consequently, if
implemented accordingly, the floating market community will receive assistance to become

sustainable and a tourist attraction

v
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