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ABSTRACT

Nonthaburi Province has long been known for its durian orchards, considered to be the
best durian-producers of Thailand. Recent expansion of urban settlement into traditional durian-
growing areas in Nonthaburi raised a number of potential adverse impacts associated with land
use  changes. Fertile land is continually being diverted from agriculture to real estate
development. Green space, a valuable public asset serving area residents, is becoming more
scarce. Amidst these changes in the land use pattern, the preservation of Nonthaburi's durian
orchards is a key to maintaining environmental quality, ecological integrity, as well as important
social and economic services for residents of the surrounding areas.

This current study, “Citizen Participation in Conservation of Agricultural Land In
Urban Areas : A Case Study Of Durian Orchard Area, Nonthaburi Province.” focuses on
the ways in which Nonthaburi's durian growing areas can be developed in a manner compatible
with the preservation of valuable green space through direct citizen participation in the decision-
making processes. The main objectives of the study are to present the types and the limitation of
each type of participation by the stakeholders, as well as to examine the potential of local durian
orchard preservation group. Data for the study comes from surveys, observations, interviews,
and questionaires.

Participation level of durian orchard owners are at a moderately high level, particularly in
the area of attending activities and training sessions. In the category of financial contributions,

participation rate is low. Community members are interested in setting up durian orchard funds

III



and durian growers cooperatives to facilitate financial transactions in the community and help to
fund activities.

The mechanism of citizen participation still depends on the government sector's decision
to allow the local stakeholders to participate in specific issues. The government is still the entity
that  initiates projects that require community participation. Communications between
government departments and local residents are limited to conveying government policy and
plans to the people. Local communities still have little or no voice in decision-making.

Community participation is hindered by age, time availabilities, and financial
factors. Most local residents are interested in signing on to community groups, attending training
sessions, and obtaining information, news, and policies from government entities, as well as some
degree of volunteerism.

The study recommends encouraging local durian growers, both registered and
unregistered, t(; actively participate in more community activities, expanding communications
between government entities and local residents to foster better and more mutual understanding,
and allowing residents to participate in the decision-making processes, especially in the area of

development planning and environmental management projects.
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