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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is to a study of status and problems of science project
activities of students lower secondary school in Phetchaburi province are from 16 schools in the
year 1998.

The population of school teachers who are the counselors of the projects in lower
secondary schools and of students in lower secondary schools who do the science project are 34 and
666 respectively.

The sample group in 244 students in lower secondary selected from students who do the
science projects.

The tools for data collection are two sets of question, one for the teachers and the other for
the students. Each set consists of three parts. Part 1 consists of questions about the status of
population-arrd-sample group, Part II about the status of science projects and Part III about the
problems, found in doing the projects, dealing with students, counselors, school administrators and
supporting factors. The reliability values of the questionaires for the teacher and for the students are
0.849 and 0.853 respectively. The data were analysed by the computer program, spss/pc+ , to find
out the essentia! statistics values - percentage, mean, and standard deviation.

The results of the study are as follows :

1. The status

1



According to the counselors * view, most of the project.counselors let the students
find out and select their own topics by studying the completed science project reports,
science class activities and felated literature. The teachers also gave the students some advice
on their spare time and assigned themto prepare the project proposals, run the project, write
the reports and demonstrate the results of the project.

According to the students’ opinion most of the students got the concepts and

_topics for their sscience project from the observation of the natural environment and from
related literature they studiéd. The students did their projects during their free time, both
during and after school hours.

2. The problems

According to the counselors, the problems found in high level were that the
students could not find out and select the proper topics for their science project, that the
counselors lacked advanced knowledge in specific field in order to give proper advice to the
students , that the students had no enough fund in running their projects, and that there were
not enough textbooks, abstracts, science and technology research reports for studying and data
collecting. -

According to the students, the problems found in a high level are that the students
could not work in team, that they did not get any supports from their parents, that there
were not proper places for their activities, and that the students could not find the time to do

their project.
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