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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to analyze the need for vocational education, the
understanding of vocational fields, and the reasons of choosing to go to a vocational school of
Mathayomsuksa 3 students in Srisaket province. The subjects of this study were 1,745
Mathayomsuksa 3 students in the academic year of 1996 randomly selected from schools in the
province of Srisaket under the jurisdiction of the Department of Secondary Education, the Srisaket
Provincial Office of Primary Education, and the Commission of Private Schools, with, altogether of
1,745 selected students, 1,047, 454 male and 593 female, students, which was accounted for 60
percent, wanted to further their study in vocational schools. Most of the subjects were fifteen
years of age with grade point avereges ranging from 2.00 to 2.99. The subject area they scored
the highest was Fundamental Career Education, and the Towest was English, According to their
subject preference, they liked Social Studies the most and English the least. Most students
were financially supported by their low socioeconomic farming families with the family income
less than 4,000 baht a month and primary school education.

the result of this study reveals that, under their parents' guidance, the students
wanted to continue their study until they obtain a bachelor's degree. For their vocational

education, they wanted to go to Srisaket Technical College. Their most favorite area was

I



Commerce and the second most favorite was Mechanical engineering. The students were well
aware of the nature of their favorite areas of study which includes the intellectual and physical

capability required, and the opportunity of employment with good income and career
advancement upon graduation. The most influential factor that caused students to choose to
attend a vocational school was the social aspect, in which their parents and relatives convinced
them that they would be well recognized as people with good career and the most wanted by
the society and the nation as a whole. Other strong influential factors included financial and
personal aspects. The former made them believe that they could generate personal income both
during their study and after graduation while the latter caused them to believe that vocational
education was useful for their daily living, and it required no rote memory nor formal patterns of
dressing code. It would also allow them to have independent careers of their own and to

continue good careers passed on to them by their parents.
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