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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study adoption of the good agricultural practice
(GAP), factors affecting adoption on GAP and the problems and obstacles of durian farmers in
Koh Samui District, Surat Thani Province. The interview schedule used for data collection from
129 farmers who have grown durian on GAP. The statistical method for data analysis were
descriptive statistics i.e., percentage, mean, standard deviation while stepwise multiple regression
analysis was used for hypothesis testing.

The results revealed that most farmers were male, the average age of 52.71 years old,
graduated from elementary education level (Pratom 4) and the experience in durian farming were
average 19.89 years. The average farm labors were 3.27 persons, the average durian farm areas
covers 27.08 rais, the average cost of durian farming investment was 9,934.81 baht/rai/year and
average income from durian productions were 22,627 baht/rai/year. The farmers had been trained
on GAP 1.68 times/year, contacted with the agricultural officers and other farmers were average
0.02 and 0.15 times/year, respectively and received GAP information 0.31 times in average per
year. Most of the farmers have been members of agricultural groups and most of them were not
social leader.The topography was mountainous with soil group 62 (Slope > 35 %). Their
knowledge and adoption on GAP were classified at the medium level with had a neutral attitude
towards GAP. Hypothesis testing shown that factors significantly (p <0.01) affecting adoption on
GAP, were four variable factors, consisting of knowledge on GAP, contact with other farmers,
cost of investment for durian farming and GAP training experience.

The problems and obstacles of farmers were found; including, high cost of production

inputs and the farmers lack of confident to used substitute chemical substances. In addition,

m



the extension officers did not enough to support continuously for durian GAP farming. Farmers.
suggested that extension officers need to supervise closely on durian GAP. In addition, they also
should accelerated market expansion with enhaﬁqing the price for durian GAP productions to

higher than conventional products.
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