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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study the level of the participation and factors
which affected the participation of farmers in the Agricultural Learning Center under Sufficiency
Economy Concept in Chon Buri Province, including their problems and suggestions on the
operations of the center. A survey research approach was used an interview form to collect the
data from 280 samples selected from the farmers who participated in the Agricultural Learning
Center under Sufficiency Economy Concept in Chon Buri Province in 2007. Data analysis were
used descriptive statistics such as frequency, percentages, means and standard deviations while
hypothesis tested using t-test, F-test and Pearson’s product-moment correlation coefficients.

The findings of this research were as follows: The participation of the farmers in the
Agricultural Learning Center under Sufficiency Economy Concept in Chon Buri Province was at
medium level (average score = 3.15). Considering in aspects of the participation, it was found that
their participation in the aspects of planning, actual practicing, profit receiving, monitoring and
evaluation was at medium level. The results of hypothesis testing indicated that the personal
factor related to farmer participation in the Agricultural Learning Center under Sufficiency
Economy Concept in Chon Buri Province with statistical significance (p<.01) were as follows:
farmer occupation, farming land, duration of doing farming and membership of group. The

problems of operation center, majority of 90.6% there was no problem while the problem only

II



{ 9.4%. In addition, when considered each aspect of the problem, mostly were monitoring and
evaluation (19.1%), profit receiving, actual practicing, activity setting, planning, and personal

problems of the members which were at 11.5%, 11.1%, 5.5%, 5.4%, and 4.1 % respectively.
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(N = 280)
UM df SS MS F Sig.
1. UM INNAY
FENINNGU 2 501 250 368 692
mulungu 277 188.275 680
3 279 188.775
2. umsUia
FEUIINQY 2 4.738 2.369 3.862 022+
molungu 277 169.934 613
3 279 174.672
3. umssunase Tond
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3 279 241.364
4. arumsaaauilsziiung
FEHINNGY 2 605 303 380 684
melungu 277 220.855 797
3 279 221.460
5. NN
FEHINNGU 2 1.277 638 1.168 312
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39U 279 152.625
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18M3 df SS MS F Sig.
1. ATUNITNNLINY
FENINNGY 3 1.849 616 910 436
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39U 279 188.775
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mulungu 276 215.844 782
5N 279 221.460
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molungu 276 150.403 545
3 279 152.625
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SN df SS MS F Sig.
1. ATUN5INHY
FEUINNGY 2 9.234 4.617 7.123 001+
melungu 277 179.541 648
39U 279 188.775
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4. Amumsaaannlsziiueg
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TUMI df SS MS F Sig.
1. ATUNITINLINY
FTHINNGY 3 10.913 3.638 5.733 001%*
melunqu 276 175.133 635
39U 279 186.046
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FENINNGY 3 3.935 1312 1.990 116
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