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ABSTRACT 
 

       There are unverifiable tales or legend related to places that are commonly known  

among the users of these setting that sometimes can become widely famous and even 

have been circulated to the public through internet, television, radio.  The settings in 

the stories range from private space such as houses or public settings such as 

healthcare facilities, hospitality, religious, or even academic settings. According to 

folklore studies, reproduction of these tales can be construe as social meme or 

collective consciousness that manifest norms, rules or even aspirations of such group. 

       This exploratory study takes a qualitative approach to study tales in higher 

education settings to test whether these stories could reveal the hidden experience 

people projected toward the certain places by using Vladimir Propp  (1979) structure 

of fairy tales and Canter (1977) Place Experience model as research framework. 

Investigation sites comprise of 4 established universities in Bangkok including King 

Mongkut's Institute of technology Ladkrabang, Thammasat University, Srinakharinwirot 

University and Chulalongkorn University.  Data collection tools include study of 

archival recorded, survey, and structured interview of 10 students from each university. 

ata analysis to understand the relationship between people with the physical 

environment.  

The results show that the pattern of tales can be divided into two varieties; 

stories with plot (legends) and stories without plot (superstition stories).  Characteristic 
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of physical environments mentioned in the legend type often involve old, narrow, 

dark, poor visibility, relatively enclosed semi or public space such as elevators and 

restrooms in relatively isolated area. The events in the story associated with death, 

routine life on campus. The informants testify that these stories convey precaution for 

transitional period of youths into adults lives, and to instill respect for place.  The 

superstition stories, on the other hands, involve open or semi-open public space that 

either lightly or highly used.  The superstition often relate to accidents in the routines 

life of students on campus, which the informants refer to as the aspiration about 

successful academic goals, and the young adult romance during college years. 

 

Keyword : tales, university, place experience, folklore study  
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เอกสารน้ีเป็นเอกสารท่ีสงวนไวส้ำหรับการใชง้านเพ่ือการศึกษาเท่านั้น ไม่อนุญาตใหน้ำไปใชป้ระโยชนด์า้นการคา้ 

ไม่วา่กรณีใดๆทั้งส้ิน อีกทั้งหา้มมิใหด้ดัแปลงเน้ือหา และตอ้งอา้งอิงถึงเจา้ของเอกสารทุกคร้ังท่ีมีการนำไปใช้




