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ABSTRACT

Since 1970, “Traditional Style" has returned and taken its role in urban planning and
architectural design. This style tries lo express community’s identity, reveal communal
intellectual knowledge in arranging location for local houses which are accommodated to
provide quality and effectiveness for conditions in life conform to existed natural surrounding.
This study aims to understand the revolution of functional-space arrangement, activity system,
values of thought and the way of indigenous life which are related to social and cultural
dimension and physical dimension of local environment. The study intends to apply the
process of thought derived from the research to the change of present community.

In this study, there are four main aspects of related theories in concern; 1) The
concept, belief, and doctrine of the local contexts. 2) The arrangement of lay-out plans and
buildings in indigenous pattern. 3) The concepts associated with present social context which
physically affect the area usage. 4) The requirement and relationship of residents’ behaviors.
In this research, qualitative method and quantitative methods were simultaneously used to
understand the changes occurring in various periods of time. These changes include physical
alterations, way of life and local traditions. Field survey was conducted to obtain the physical
data of the area while in-dept interview was used to understand history and the changes of the
way of life and traditional belief. Census data of the total 254 households were collected by
using questionnaires to obtain the socioeconomic characteristics and the physical pattern of
the current buildings.

The result of the research can be considered in two aspects, 1) The process of

thought and the factors affect the arrangement of building space and lay-out plan. 2) The



concepts and the needs of changes conform to the current social conditions. In the first
aspect, the factors that affect the process of thought are varied by periods of time. The first
period shows that the local occupations and the limitation of environment associated with the
local belief were the major mechanisms in social organization. The development of building
characteristics and the lay-out plan were accommodated to the way of life and the basic
needs. When the local people immigrated to the study area, their old belief and the inherited
intellectual skills became the major factors affecting the building and the lay-out plan patterns.
Since then, they have been accommodating their houses to the surrounding and the influence
of social stream. However, the economical factor is still the major factor impacting on the
process of thought as well as the influence of the social value and the innovative technologies
and materials which considerably cause the changes. In the second aspect, the present
concept, the higher education affordability, the value of thought in modern urban life and the
limitation of acquired land account for the need of occupational change, from the primary
agricultural society to the employment in industrial system. This results in the household
structure and the local activity system. Although, the inherited belief still preserves the old
culture, the local identities tend to be disappeared by the new generation who accepts the
modem culture from outside but ignore their own culture.

To apply the space arrangement of the indigenous pattern to the present context,
several aspects of policy should be considered to preserve the cultural identities and the
sense of community. There are three significant aspects, 1) the community cultural aspect
such as preserving the traditional carnival and providing the knowledge of the old cultures.
This includes encouraging the relationship of the residents. 2) the socioeconomic aspect such
as providing more stable income and advocating the cluster of household industries to create
products indicating the local cultural identities. 3) the physical planning aspect, the urban
planning policy is in need to direct the development and to protect the community from
excess building density. Hence, the measures to limit some types of building uses and
activities to maintain cultural landscape of the community should be considered. Moreover,
there should be a campaign to encourage the arrangement of the lay-out plan that express the
identities of traditional style within individual house boundary such as traditional fences and

house clusters.
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Pearson Chi-Square Value=15.45, df=3, Asymp. Sig. (2-sided)=0.001
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