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ABSTRACT

“Housing” is one of the four human’s basic needs, however, a large number of people in
high density communities live in poor-condition houses and environment due to many factors
including the country’s development policies, population increase and economic systems. Thus,
slum communities have come into being, especially in big cities. These ‘low-income
communities’, as they are called, share common characteristics such as high density, declined
housing condition and poor hygiene. These living conditions results in under-standard living
quality and the deterioration of the city’s physical environment.

In seeking solutions to the above mentioned problems, this study attempts to identify
essential factors of physical housing conditions needed to be upgraded as they directly affect
dwellers’ well-being. The study selected a community representing urban ‘low-income
communities’, beginning by making a literature research on the causes and origin of ‘low-income
communities’ in general. After that, suggestions from Agenda 21 from UN Earth Summit (The
United Nations Conference on Environmental and Development: UNCED) in 1992 together with
Thailand’s building codes have been taking into account. This is to look into factors the
representing community lacks which have impacts on appropriate condition under its limitations.
The findings showed that government regulations do not agree with the dwellers’ context. Criteria
based on the dwellers’ activity systems and housing and community satisfaction are then proposed
as a solution to improve their life quality as well as the community’s physical environment.
However, the criteria may not be in compliance with government regulations.

The final findings confirmed the three keys factors affecting dwellers’ satisfaction. They

are: 1) house and its environs, 2) infrastructure, particularly, pathways, and 3) recreation areas.

I



The dwellers saw the last factors crucial as recreation activities enhance good health and social
interactions and relations. For a short-term goal, recommendations based on the three findings
will be delivered to the community to implement. For a long-term goal, the findings will be
forwarded to related government agencies ultimately aimed to be used in formulating an
alternative set of housing standards for low-income communities. If the community in its part is
able to implement the recommendations, its conditions will be both healthier and better responsive

to the dwellers’ needs, and the city as a whole will have a better physical and social environment.
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A 2.1 Physical Revitalization Diagram
i : Sukanya Tangnimmannoradee. (1999)
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odn als Loading Factor
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Tunazusim YAy 771
Tavsou Faqroadratu 735
a W

(3.479, 43.48%) F1 | sypauiisousiu 749

ANMUTLIATOVTIU 682

< b ¢
anunanaloly YN undINNa 862
2 4 Y Nk :
AuRansITNLLaY | vaNunTes aauntey 811
y ¥
nAq FLHZHIVINOUUNAN 449
(1.278, 15.97%)" F2
= LY

anunane laeamn s Factor 1
f o L a A
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=] o
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M31971 4.26 HaNMTINTIZNAIMOADBENYRUTIN IR sBasEAY “Awiane lvann
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anlsdase B SE. | Beta t Sig. mada
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