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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study general conditions of Mahakarn Fort Community area, to
study problems and needs of the community and to suggest guide-lines on its conservation and
development. The research was run by interviewing 159 people living in this community and
three academics involved in architectural community conservation. Three devices were used for
the research including survey, questionnaire and data analysis by using percentage and assessing
sizes from table and examples of R.V. Krejcie and D.W. Morgan.

The conclusion indicated that most populations in the community earn their living by
trading. Rituals based on traditional belief were performed. Most of them receive primary
education and have lived in the community for more than 10 years. Their ages range between 30-
39. There is also historic architecture including 14 ancient houses in Thai style. Due to changes
caused by city development, the community has become less important and deteriorate. Being
historic and ancient site of architecture, which was compatible with architecture around
Rattanakosin area, the community could be considered alive and ready to be conserved and
developed into a tourist feature. This will also lead to its economic development.

Drawing guide-lines on Mahakam Fort Community conservation is done by sorting
buildings by their conservation value. Three levels can be sorted, that is, conservation level,
restoration level and restructuring level. Buildings in the first group are suggested to be conserved
according to conservation’s principles in order to prevent changes of the buildings. To undergo
restructuring shall be worked with building design rules.

In order that the Mahakarn Fort community conservation guide-lines attain the goal as

planned, motivation on working together shall be created. Local needs will be satisfied

III



appropriately by local participation, which is a key condition for making the community a good

place to live and for community’s conservation and development.
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United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organizations!

* UNESCO Bangkok .
Asia and Pacific Regional Bureau for Education

Regional Unit for Social and Human Sciences in Asia and the Pacific
Regional Advisor for Culture in Asia and the Pacific

Janaary 5, 2004

To whom 1t may concern:

[ am writing in support of the proposed master’s thesis project of Mr. Prasong Chaipradit of King
Mongkut’s Institute of Technology Ladkrabang. Mr. Prasong proposes to undertake an investigation
of the Mahakan Fort area. The 300-person community occupies one of the historic landmarks of
Rattanakosin Island. The Fort area has been the subject of a decade-long conflict between the BMA
and the local community. The former proposes tumning the area into a public park, perhaps retaining
some of the historic structures. The latter makes a strong case for preserving the living heritage of
the site, keeping both the physical and social structure of the place intact. These issues make this site
a suitable choice for a conservation planning case study:

As the leading UN agency concerned with preservation, UNESCO has been invited to participate in
the ongoing Rattanakosin Island conservation planning process. As one of the first projects to be
undertaken in the Rattakosin masterplan, Mahakan Fort and its community is of special concern to
UNESCO, along with ICCROM, SPAFA, and the Fine Arts Department. .

This proposed thesis can be undertaken under the framework of “LEAP: Local Effort in
Preservation”, a grass-roots conservation approach in the Asia-Pacific which UNESCO has
pioneered. The LEAP approach has created models for conservation process which can be
investigated or applied at the Fort. As of now, the strong conservation activity amongst the Fort
community members shows outstanding levels of civic involvement, which is needed for the long-
term sustainable safeguarding of the site. However, the local knowledge and interest needs to be
supported by more in-depth investigation of the site’s conservation significance.

Mr. Prasong’s research interest can focused to help the local community inventory, document,
identify and prioritize both the tangible and intangible aspects of Mahakan Fort worthy of
conservation. These can contribute to future conservation planning for the area. '

Given the timely nature of this proposal and its compatibility with UNESCO’s work, I agree to help
supervise the thesis project, on behalf of the Office of the UNESCO Regional Advisor for Cuiture in
Asia and the Pacific. UNESCO Bangkok will request the right to use the research results in its future
work. Please let me know if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely yours,

Mo

Montira Horayangura
Project Coordinator
UNESCO Bangkok

920 Suktiumvil Road. Prakanong, Bangkok Thailand 10110 Tel: +662 3910577 Exl. 501-506 Fax: +662 3910866 Email: cullure@unescobkk org
www.unescobkk.org/cullure
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