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ABSTRACT

The extent of communicability, especially for advertisement brochures, is vital to sell
strategies and design approach in order to effectively signify the message for users’ accurate
interpretation. Those which failed to convey the correct message in accordance with the target
groups’ interest cannot catch its attention and thus be unsuccessful to persuade their business.
Factors determining the conveying power of printed graphic design in the advertisement circle is
thus worth paying attention for marketing and design professionals.

The research attempts to use a real-estate brochure as a case study to investigate the
design features of commercial graphic, which affect the target groups’ cognitive perception and to
test its conveyance on a wide range of information. Firstly, it endeavors to study the approach to
get across the detailed information in accordance with the corporation’s sale strategy, using the
Asian Property Development Company Limiter’s sale stratagem-as case study. Second, to
evaluate the cognitive perception of target group on graphic design features against the
company’s pre-established sale strategy, to derive a design approach and potential guidelines
towards an effective published brochure design being able to effectively convey the crucial
massage in accordance with real estate sale strategy.

Six dimensions of essential contents to be conveyed—surrounded environment, location,
building styles, spatial functionality, price level, and value of the property—have been tested
against a variety of graphical taxonomies appeared on the brochure design—size, pictorial /
textual, realistic / abstract graphical density, and substantial sequence. Two sets of contrasted
designs are utilized as stimuli to solicit attitudinal answers from a group of three hundred

respondents by means of structured interview. The three hundred subjects with diverse personal

111



attributes who agreed to participate in the experiment are randomly drawn from a group of
visitors to the company’s show units.

Information derived from the experiment is numerically coded and tabulated using a
statistical package to derive the pattern of cognitive perception vis-a-vis the diverse type of
graphic design. A modified semantic differential approach is utilized to verify the established
hypothesis. In this light, brochure for single detached house is also tested against that of
condominium to distinguish the perception between two distinctive target groups.

The research found that common graphical features applicable to sale strategies of both
detached house and condominium are the obvious identification of price, detailed display of
building style with location map, and a clear indication of interior space utilization. Brochure for
detached house, however, neceds detailed ' pictures of the surrounded environment, while
condominium calls for a detailed picture of the architectural design. Graphically, a common set of
design principle is also applied—Ilarge picture size, emphasizing the environmental and interior
appearance rather than textual description, and low compositional density. As for the substantive
sequence, the study found that most respondents are sensitive to the sequential pattern of design.
Target groups for detached house perceive realistic and abstract design equally, while those of
condominium have a better perceptive sense on abstract design than on realistic one.

Personal attributes also have an influence on the target group’s perception. Discernment
on surrounded environment and architectural type, for instance, are determined by gender, age,
occupation, income, and level of education of the signified. Both target groups, with different
personal attributes, thus perceive architectural types and surroundings differently. Sell strategies
towards location, spatial function of building, price level, and value shown on the brochure are
found similar between both target groups. In terms of preference on graphic styles--picture and
text size, realistic / abstract graphic, compositional density, and sequence of information—the
research found a quite similar perceptive pattern in both groups.

The research recommends that price of the sell property should be clearly displayed
together with map showing the location and nearby land marks. Architectural style and interior
spaces should be illustrated in large frame with moderate amount of textual description. Visual
composition should be low in density with substantive material grouped and put into sequence,
starting from surrounding, architectural type, interior spatial function, location, price, and value
respectively. Illustration on detached house brochure should include the property’s surroundings
in either abstract of realistic forms, while those for condominium should show a clear view of
building style and a conceptual outlook of its surroundings. In other words, brochure design
should take into account both personal attributes of the target groups and the sell strategies of

building types.
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