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ABTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study longan orchard practice and management
condition of longan orchard owners who undertook trainings on using EM conducted by the
Northern Natural Agriculture Promotion Center and Maetha District Agricultural Office in
Lamphun Province in 2001 and their opinions towards the training programs run by the
both offices.

Population of the study comprised 25 longan orchard owners who undertook EM using
training program from the Northern Natural Agricultural Promotion Center and 40 owners
from Maetha District Agricultural Office. The data were collected through interviewing
conducted by the researcher. The data were and analyzed by SPSS for Window program.
Statistical tools used for data analysis were frequency counts, percentage, and arithmetic mear.

The findings revealed that most respondents were male and married, with average
age at 48.6 years old. They graduated at primary education stage. Average numbers of their
family members were 4.3 persons and their annual incomes were 20,000-50,000 Bath. They
also earned their income from other sources. Most of them were the members of farmers’
associations, Most respondents had never attended any training in using EM before.

Regarding longan orchard practice and management of the orchard owners, the study
showed that average orchard area were 4.9 rais. E-dor was the most favorite variety grown in
the orchards. They usually planted by layering tranches with space of 8x8 meters. They watered

the trees by flooding method and their sources of water were rain, wells or ponds, and irrigation.

1



They took care of their orchards by using chemical fertilizers, prunings, mulching soil surface to
keep moisture, supporting branches with canes. Some orchard owners applied potassium chlorate
to force the trees to develop flowers and fruits. Chemical spraying were applied to control plant
enemies. They harvested this produces by breaking stalks. Produce were marketed by sending to
the market by themselves, selling to middlemen or selling in lot.

Regarding orchard owners’opinions towards EM using from the training programs, most
respondents opined that the programs were appropriate with respects to time, instructors, places
and buildings, facilities, subject matters and gaining experiences, and so forth. They suggested
some improvements of trainings program that the trainings should be taken place on Saturday and
Sunday with one or two day training programs.

On subject matters respect, the respondents viewed that contents on making bio-fertilizer
from EM, making hormones from EM, making insect repellents from EM, and application of EM
Were appropriate.

On implementing of EM in longan orchard, most respondents replied that they would
bring knowledge which obtained from the trainings for making bio-fertilizers, making hormones
for plants, and making insect repellents. However some respondents were hesitated to use EM and

a few respondents indicated that they would not apply EM in their orchards.

1A%
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