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ABSTRACT

Inner city is always a place where several activities are generated. Such
activities have changed from time to time to satisfy contemporary demand. The district
of Sampantawong or commonly known among the Thai people as Chinatown, is not the
exceptional case of the inner city's consecutive changes of economic activities. The
area is in between the conservation area and the modern business center in Bangkok.
There are also a large number of old buildings especially shophouses that haold historic
and aesthetic value. With recent government policy, some economic activities in
Sampantawong may have to move out for the sake of conservation and the issue is how
to seek for appropriate activities that the historic buildings can accommodate in the
contemporary socioeconomic context. In this regard, adaptive re-use may be an
appropriate treatment to those historic buildings.

This study has four main objectives, which are a) to review of existing
conservation policies, particularly those concerning proposed economic activities as
well as infrastructural development; b) to explare the building conditions physically and
economically; ¢) to find out the conflict of usage in the buildings and d) to investigate the
residnts’opinions towards type of possible economic activities. Relevant primary data
are collected by observation and questionnaire surveys. Descriptive analysis, mapping
and simple statistics are used to interpret the findings. It is found out that there are four
sub-areas that have high potential for adaptive re-use treatment. And the treatments

should be applied differently due to different characteristics of the four areas.
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The first area, Song Wad neighborhood, should reform its original activity of wholesale
and silos of agricultural goods to be tourism-oriented activities as well as recreation
space near the bank of the Chao Phraya River. The second area, Sam Peng, having
souvenirs and leatherware wholesale should increase its retail activities and should
include popular demanding activities like clinic, local museum, community library and
community center. The third area is that having legally unconforming activities like
second handed spare parts or printing services. The existing unconforming activities
should change into residential units, boutique hotel or restaurants. The last area,
wholesale clothing and textile near Sam Peng area, should adapted their wholesale
activities to reatailing and living quarter should be improved in terms of living quality.
However, to implement the adaptive re-use treatment in Sampantawong some
incentive measures like transfer of development rights (TDR) or investment tax credit for
rehabilitation should be introduced to Thailand and should be studied in details for

further application.
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