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ABTRACT

The main purpose of this research was to compare opinions concerning physical,
academic and managerial environments of school administrators and agriculture teachers in
secondary schools under the Department of General Education in Mahasalakham province.

Populations of the study were 55 school administrators and 82 agriculture teachers in the
secondary schools under the Department of General Education in Mahasalakham province. Data
were collected through questionnaires constructed by the researcher. The returned questionnaires
comprised 81.8 percent from the administrators and 86.5 percent from the agriculture teachers.
The data were statistically analyzed by frequency count, percentage, means, standard deviation
and Chi-square test.

The findings of the research revealed that average age of the school administrators was
39.2 years and most administrators were male. Their average working experiences was 16.4
years. Most of them graduated bachelor s degree particularly in mathematics. The largest number
of the administrators hold director assistant position. Most agriculture teachers were male with
average age at 40.8 years. Most of them received bachelor s degree in agriculture. Their average

teaching loads was 17.4 periods per week. More than half of the schools were medium size. Most

I



schools offered Basic Agriculture subject in the lower secondary education and pre-vocational
subjects in the upper secondary education.

On comparison of opinions toward physical, academic and managerial environments that
were appropriate with teaching and learning agriculture, most administrators and agriculture
teachers agreed with all items in the three aspects. However, there were some statistically
significant differences as follows: a) there should be demonstration farms for teaching fishery
subjects in physical environment aspect ; b) teachers should demonstrate method before students
practice in academic environment aspect ; and ¢) administrators and teachers should cooperatively
surveyed conditions and needs of their communities, and schools offered subjects according to
their readiness and farm lands in managerial environment aspect.

Some suggestion of the research were : a) the office of General Education of
Mahasalakham province should promote the secondary schools to nse local resources in teaching
and learning agriculture ; b) the schools should provide farm lands and water sources for using in
agriculture sufficiently ; and ¢) agriculture teachers should prepare demonstration farms with

appropriate technologies and efficient practices.
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