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ABSTRACT

During the past 30 years, while Bangkok has been developed and modernized,
Chitralada, Makkasan and Koh Moh 11 communities were playing an important role to
alleviate the problem of housing shortage for workers of the State Railway of Thailand
(SRT) and their families. Moreover, the communities-also keep many.-old timber houses
which were built in a unique style that is suitable for tropical climate.

However, the government's mega projects like redevelopment on the SRT’s lands
and the Intermodal project could make some changes to the built environment and the
quality of living of the residents in the communities.

As a matter of problem, it is necessary to study the communities’ existing
conditions by cellecting data and analysizing data on physical, utilities and general
environment, socieeconomic -issues and implications of these old-valued houses to
derive solutions for future development-and conservation.

According to the study, it reveals that various suitable treatments to preserve the
structures and appearance of the timber houses should be applied to different sites and
situations. In Chitralada community where height control exists and most of timber row
houses have poor condition. Changing land use from residential area to be urban park
and the SRT museum can be possible, the treatment of restoration, rehabilitation and
adaptive re—use should be done.

In Makkasan and Koh Moh 11 communities, the treatments of rehabilitation,

relocation and adaptive re-use are recommended. This is because both communities

I



cover large areas, the large-scaled redevelopment project could be separated into many
phases and development zones. Hence the area that contains timber houses and nice
atmosphere could be improved via rehabilitation scheme. In some cases, it is needed to
relocate the important houses to the new place that have better environment and leave
the original area for redevelopment. In most cases, former residents of the SRT housing
might be relocated to the new place. Therefore, adaptive re-use is appropriate and
should be worked in association with relocation and rehabilitation. Further, it is
recommended that new activities should be conformed to the redevelopment master plan
and should be economically viable.

However, in order tb be successful in the use of treatments for conservation and
development, it is necessary that the policy makers from the government, the SRT and
relate organizations have to be provided accurate information. They also have to realize

how important of the communities and their timber houses are.
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