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ABSTRACT

The main objectives addressed in this study were to investigate 1. The need to
continue studies, and 2. Reasons for continuing studies in tertiary vocational tract of upper
secondary students in Nakonsitammarat province Thailand.

The sample group studied consisted of a stratified sampling of 644 upper secondary
students. These students from 18 secondary schools in 11 districts in Nakonsitammarat province
were all in their last year of study. The data were collected from a questionnaire developed by the
researcher, which had been checked for language. The section entitled Institutional Image in part
2 of the questionnaire was checked for reliability .87 by using a packaged statistical analysis
program, SPSS/PC’. This program calculated percentages, sorted frequencies according to
specific weighted variables, calculated weights, combined weights and summarized the results in
order to characterize the sample group regarding need to continue education in advanced
vocational program.

Results of the study

1. The general characteristic of the sample group that chose to study in the vocational
tract consists of 180 male and 444 female students mostly over the age of 18. Most come for
Ronpiboon District, and most have parents who are farmers. Most students in the group are the
oldest in the family and after having finished high school immediately continued their studies.
The four elements investigated regarding continuing study in advanced vocational programs

include:

111



2.1 Students’ personal life — Most students gave a combined score of 2.00 - 3.00.
Both parents are living, and the student lives with his/her parents. The subjects most liked by the
students typically were basic skills courses in which they also received the highest grades.

2.2 Family’s economic and social standing — Most students have parents with an
average monthly income of 4,001-5,000 bahts. Their parents education were elementary
education and are farmers or work in agriculture sector. The average cost of education is about
8,000 baht per term and currently the students have problems with payment of education, but
need to study to the bachelor’s degree level while their parents pay for their education.

2.3 Study environment — Most students travel to and from school on public
transportation at an average of 10.30 minutes at on average costof 10-20 baht per day. While in
high school students were advised about post secondary study in state universities from guidance
counselors and most felt that they would need this advice.

2.4 Institutional image — Most students need to continue their education at a school
that has convenient ---, materials and equipment that are ready, an outstanding reputation,
educational standards that are accredited, received social acceptance regarding anti-drug policies,
and a school that will help everyone enter the workforce after graduation,

3. The reasons given by students in continuing their education in the advanced
vocational tract are:

Personal reasons-Because that particular course suits my ability and mental capability.
It allows me to use my knowledge and ability to work to the fullest extent. My character and
disposition suit this line of study.

Family’s economic and social standing-Because I need to work that allows me to get
some extra income, which will be an additional help for my family. I need to get a well paying
Jjob. When I graduate there will be several kinds of jobs to choose from which all have similar
salaries.

Educational environment-Because I need a career that is steady and has good benefits.
I need to use my knowledge of this subject in my career, which is currently needed throughout the
country, and I see that after having studied this course, if I don’t get a government job, I can start
my own business.

Institutional image-Because I need to study at a school that is accredited and has a
standard education. I choose to study at a school near my home, which has convenient

transportation.
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