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ABSTRACT

Objectives of this research were to study conditions of teaching and learning agriculture and
to compare opinions concerning problems of agricultural instruction of headmasters in different school
sizes of primary schools under the Primary Education Commission in Samutprakarn province.

Population of the study were 147 headmasters of primary schools under the Primary Education
Commission in Samutprakan Province. Data were collected through questionnaires constructed by the
researchers. Statistics employed in data analysis were frequency count, arithmetic mean, percentage
and Chi-square test.

Findings of the study resealed that most respondents were male and married with 48.7 years of
average age. They had been joining the government service at average 26.4 years and the majority held
director position. They had become the headmaster for less than 6 years. The larger number graduated
bachelor degree in Education Administration. Aside from there regular works in schools , they also
undertook other responsibilites outside Thier schools particularly the district Primary education
works.

A larger number of schools under the study were large size schools that offered from
kindergarten 1 up to sixth grade education. Their average number of teachers was 19.5 and most
schools had less than 11 teachers with only one agriculture teacher per schools. Most agriculture

teachers did not graduated in Agricultural Education.



Methods of instruction of agriculture that were always employed in these schools were work
in group, demonstration technique, group report in classroom and lecture method. Instructional media
which were seldom employed were using real things, study tour, and project technique. The most
favorite subjects offered were flowering and ornamental plants growing, home vegetable growing and
hanging ornamental plants growing. Sources of water used for agricultural purpose were tap water and
water from canals and rivers Materials, tools, equipment and other facilities utilized in teaching
agriculture that were reported sufficiency were water sources, basic farm tools and equipment and
classrooms. Measurement and evaluation of pupil learning methods that were reported always
employed were observation of pupils on diligence and intention, responsibility working in group,
tolerance in working honesty, group cooperation individuals practice, product of work, practice
examination and objective testing:

Problems of teaching and learning agriculture were: a ) instructional activites aspect including
inadequacy of animal raising knowledge of the teachers, lack of teachers who graduated in agricultural
field , teachers had to do other works lack of handbooks and texts in agriculture, teachers did not
analysie subject contents, teachers did not prepare teaching plans, insufficient knowledge in food
processing and conservation of teachers and soil were not appropriate for growing plants. b)
instructional media and equipment aspect including lack of instructional media in some specific areas,
inadequacy of instructional media, lack of specialist of instructional media, farm tools were unrepaired,
and lack of texts and documents in agriculture. c) school facilies aspect composted of soil were not
appropriate for plants growing, lack of budget, and flooding in rainy season. d) measurement and
evaluation aspect comprised teachers did not do test analysis , teachers placed more emphasis on
products rather than process, and teachers emphasized memory learning rather than, practice.

In comparison of headmasters opinions concerning problems of teaching and learning
agriculture according to their school sizes, the findings showed statistical significant differences in 4
items, water sources inadequacy , lack of closely follow up of pupils teachers did not make test
analysis, and teachers did not improve their teaching according to data feedback, and showed 3 highly
statistical significant differences, classroom light were not enough, teachers placed more emphasis on
product rather than process, and reporting agriculture works.

Suggestion of the research were made as follows: a) the Primary Education Commission of
Samutprakarn province should coordinate with concerned institutions and universities for continuing
higher education of teachers and holding training programs, seminars, and study tours in order to

increase knowledge and skills of teachers, and the recruitment of agriculture teachers graduate, in

v



agriculture. b) school headmaster should assign teachers who had knowledge and skills in agriculture

to teach agriculture subject and allocate enough budget for teaching and learning agriculture.
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