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Abstract

From the article on “new Thai temple for visitors of all ages” published in
Kom Chad Luek newspaper’s column discussed about the development of temple
civilized architecture and various Buddhists monasteries to allow visitors of all ages,
genders and physical conditions to visit the temple. These people could access to

various Buddhists monasteries in a convenient, safe, fair and equitable manner.

This was consistent with the project named "Dharma to all people" in 2015
fiscal year, conducted by the Department of Religious Affairs, to provide
opportunities for people with disabilities to attend religious activities in temples, such
as paying respect to monks, praying, practicing the Dharma, meditation and learning
religious principles, with equality. The project collaborated with the clergies, religious
organizations, government network, private sectors and public society, in order to
achieve the life in society with happiness. The Department of Religious Affairs set
goal of the “Dharma to all people” project to be for people, including all physical
disabled people, financial disabled people and elderly. Importantly, another goal of
the project was to develop Buddhists monasteries\\\\\\ for more civilized
architecture to support people with disabilities thoroughly and equally. In this regard,
the Department of Religious Affairs therefore joined with 21 temples, both the
central area and the regions are, as the prototype and pilot temples, in the

development of



civilized architecture inside the temples. There were 4 prototype temples,
including Thep Nari Temple, Yan Nawa Temple, Traimit Witthayaram Temple and

Phra Chetuphon Vimolmangkalaram Temple, which located In Bangkok.

From the mentioned articles and projects, it could be seen that, nowadays,
Thai society has paid more attention and been aware about the access to temples of
disabled people than before. Besides, temple has also been an important place to
make merit, inherit culture, practice Dharma and meditate for Thai people for a long
time as the spiritual anchor for general public. The place is also a source that can be
studied back in history, as well as knowledge of Buddhism and Buddhist art, which is
in line with the convenient and safe access to physical environment, easily access to
various areas as shown in the section of the National Quality of Life Disability

Development Plan Vol. 4 (2012-2016).

This research was a qualitative research, which focused on studying on
movement, visual and hearing of disabled people in terms of access to the context
of the 4 prototype temples, including Thepnaree Temple, Yan Nawa Temple, Traimit

Witthayaram Temple and Phra Chetuphon Vimolmangkalaram Temple In Bangkok.

This was a study of factors affecting people with disabilities in accessing the
physical environment in various areas in the temple. The study would be able to
fulfill the design concept for all people in terms of temple; be the information
source used for further study; as well as be able to connect designs and adapted to

other temples in a concrete and sustainable way in the future.

The study result found that factors that affect physical access in the temple
include facilities within the temple, construction system from Thai architecture and
attitudes from the surrounding people. In addition, it was found that the
management system within the temple was not conducive to the accessibility of the

disabled people.
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2.1.2 Whuunevasn1sasntuuaIng (The Goals of Universal Design)

I A - Yy A a o e
L‘U‘Llﬂ’]ﬁEJEJﬂLLU‘U‘VW]EJL'LJEN’R]’]ﬂﬂ’]i@@ﬂLLUUL‘W@ﬂu‘ﬂﬂﬂu TAULUUN NanAuaLaY

anwwngeufiauisaldnulalaennaulussduganinnen dululs leglddndudesdinig

dnuwdasseeanuuuiluiivey 1 TUn159eNuuUIiBAIUAINNAILYDINYYE N1T0ETIUNI

o Y a oA ) 1 5
aﬂﬂlﬁ%lﬂﬂﬂ'ﬂlﬂﬁnLV]EJNﬂu@EnQLaNaﬂ’]ﬂ

[

PANNISVBINITDDNBUULNDAUNINIA USLNauAeuan 8 Usenis madl

1. weRtiusnenne (Body Fit) seesurtnsameiiviannians wasauanunse d1mdu
AunnUszLAm Wi {lng Aufifidediindiuaningrame

2. mnuagmnauie  (Comfort) misldsuiineuaussausiessvasALynanTH
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“Nicolo Del Castillo.(2009). nseenuuULieIavy Universal Design

duAuann (http://dusithost.dusit.ac.th/~juthawut_cha/download/HCI_L71.pdf)

*Edward Steinfeld.(2012). mseanwuuLiieniavy Universal Design

duAuan (http://www.udeworld.com/dissemination/publications.html)
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""Ronald L. Mace (1980). Accessible Environments Toward Universal Design. USA. :

Center for Accessible Housing North Carolina State University .
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