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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to: 1) explore socio—economic characteristic of teachers
of agriculture; 2) adopt the principles of sufficiency economy philosophy in teaching and learning
agriculture subjects; 3) find out problems encountered and ways to solve the problems. A set of
questionnaires was used for data collection administered with 42 teachers of agriculture from 42
schools, school years 2008. Obtained data were analyzed by using frequency, percentage, mean,
and standard deviation.

Results of the study revealed that more than one-half of the respondents (52.4 percent)
were male. The respondents were 42.98 years old on average and most of them (90.5 percent)
were bachelor’s degree graduates. More than one-half of the respondents (57.0 percent) majored
in agriculture. The respondent’s years of service was 15.88 years on average. More than one-half
of them (66.7 percent) were expert teachers with an average monthly income of 25,838.75 baht.
The respondents had an extra income of 1,909.52 baht on average but they had monthly expenses
of 21,476.19 baht. More than one-half of the respondents (57.1 percent) attended a training twice
and all of them had a highest level of knowledge about the principles of sufficiency economy
philosophy. Most of the respondents (95.5 percent) perceived knowledge about it through
television.

Less than one-half of the respondents (45.2 percent) taught in a big school. Twenty

respondents from 20 schools stated that their schools had a vision or policy on teaching and

I



learning agriculture. That was, their schools were that sources of knowledge and ethics which also
focused on the principles of sufficiency economy philosophy (25.5 percent). Their school offered
2 periods of agriculture subject per week (one period = 50 minutes). Less than one-half of the
respondents (46.1 percent) integrated agriculture subject with Mathematics, Science, and Art
subject. This was followed by the integration of agriculture subject with Occupation and
Technology group: agriculture, artisan, housework, invention, and business. Only 12.8 percent
had the integration of agriculture and local wisdom. There was a preparation of spaces for
agricultural pilots. The teaching and learning of agriculture included both theories and practice.
Less than one-half of the respondents (30.5 percent) provided natural classroom having books
and various media used by their students. Also, less than one—half of the respondents (38.5
percent) provided their students educational tours.

The respondents had a high and highest level of the adoption of sufficiency economy
philosophy. Moderation was focused on the teaching and learning of agriculture most. This was
followed by immunity and reasoning (3 and 1 program, respectively). Their students practiced on
knowledge and learning agriculture: 1) teachers were assigned to be responsible for other projects
and activities aside from teaching agriculture; 2) inadequate classroom with modern media;
3) inadequate equipments and tolls; 4) most students lived with their parents in a rented room,;
and 5) most parents did not instill the students on the important of agriculture since their
occupation did not concern with agriculture. Besides, the respondents suggested ways to solve the
problems as follows: 1) clean determination of policies and agricultural activities; 2) assignation
of an appropriate task; 3) use of modern media, equipment, and tools in teaching and learning
agriculture; 4) support appropriate learning environment; and 5) enhancement of good attitude
toward agricultural leaming by adding moral value and sufficiency economy philosophy in the

classroom of agriculture.
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