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ABSTRACT

Wetlands in the river deltas are rich food-resource for aquatic animals especially in the
nurturing stage. It is useful for agricultural activities and contributes to the balance in ecological
system. Thus it gives a great benefit to human-being.

The Nong Plakhoon Wetland (NPW) is one of the most important wetlands in Thailand.
Unfortunately, NPW is deteriorating and there is a need to protect its bio-diversity. Therefore, the
thesis set out three objectives: 1) to investigate the physical condition including current land use
and issues, 2) to examine the policy of the local government on the management of the area
including opinion of local residents, and 3) to propose management guidelines to the local
government which can be used for the future development of the area.

The result of the investigation on the physical condition, land use, and issues shows that
NPW serves as a source of food for the local residents. It is also a water resource for everyday use
and agriculture. The degrading environmental quality mainly comes from the waste water from
rafting restaurants. The number of the restaurants is increasing without a water treatment system.
In addition, the elimination of water plants affects the number of bird and fish, as water plants are
their major source of food. Subsequently, it creates a great impact on the whole ecosystem.
Moreover, unclear responsibility of the competent authorities becomes an obstacle for the
management and development of the area. The result of the study shows that local residents are
willing to work with the local government in promoting the area for eco-tourism and at the same

time for serving as a source of food for local residents.

I



As a result, this research proposes four principle management guidelines. First, the
resource management should take a holistic approach considering all kinds of relationships within
the ecosystem. Second, it should take bio-diversity into the consideration. Third, it should
consider direct participation of the local resident towards decentralization. Lastly, it should help
local government in raising public awareness. Moreover, there are four recommendations: 1)
encourage the establishment of association regarding conservation and sustainable development
of the wetland, 2) introduce the holistic management guidelines through zoning system, 3)
develop educational program regarding the wetland to raise the public awareness, and 4) promote
the conservation activities regarding the wetland in the existing social event of the local

communities.
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3.6 M3ANTIZHURYA (Data Analysis)
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