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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were comparing the requirements and implementations
of the National Thai GAP and EUREPGAP standards and study the problems, obstacles and
opinions of growers on the implementation of the standards for asparagus production system as a

case study.

This research was a descriptive research, which was divided into two parts: 1) the
comparative study of the National Thai GAP and EUREPGAP standards, 2) the comparative
study of National Thai GAP and EUREPGAP standard implementation by interviewing the
sampling group, which were the asparagus farms in Kanchanaburi and Nakhornpathom provinces,
who have been certified Q GAP by Department of Agriculture. The samplings were divided into 2
groups; a EUREPGAP standard implementing group and a National Thai GAP standard

implementing group for asparagus producing.

The results showed that both standards had the similar objectives on the safety of food
production and their requirements covered the entire production system. The different issues of
both standards were the more requirements of EUREPGAP than the National Thai GAP, i.e.
environmental issues, worker health, safety and welfare, internal self inspection and complaint
form. Anyhow the National Thai GAP required a product quality and set up some specific
requirements for each crop, while EUREPGAP could be implemented for all crops. The
certification systems of both standards were similar that the establishment agency did not take the
certificating action. The growers could apply for the National Thai GAP certification from the

third-party governmental sector without any charge or from the private certification bodies, who

111



charged for certification fee. For EUREPGAP, the growers could apply only to the private

certification bodies, who charges for certification fee.

The implementation of the National Thai GAP and EUREPGAP standards were not
much different because of the similarity on the climate and growing area, the experience and
expertise of the growers. The difference on the implementation of the 2 standards were: 1)
National Thai GAP has been implemented aiming for the consumer’s safety according to the
government policy on food safety, but EUREPGAP has been implemented by the force of
exporters, who bought produces from growers; 2) EUREPGAP standard included more
requirements than National Thai GAP so the growers have to follow more criteria in their
operation; 3) The growers, who applied EUREPGAP standard had more understanding and
responsibility than the growers, who applied National Thai GAP. The problems and the obstacles
of growers on the National Thai GAP standard implementation were the lack of understanding the
requirements of the standard and the data recording of the production. However both groups of
growers shared the same opinion, that implementing Good Agricultural Practice (GAP) could
result in a better operation system and reduce the production cost from less pesticide usage.
Moreover, they also expected to have different product prices from GAP farms compared with

non-GAP farms.
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Guideline for on-farm food safety for fresh produce
Su'lwd www.daff.gov.au
2. 1A55 GAP voulszmalesuaud
Code of Practice for Food Safety in the Fresh Produce Supply Chain in Ireland
A0 1A www.fiai.ie
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130l www.codexalimentarius.net

6. 1IAT§1U GAP Y04 University of California
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