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Factors Influencing Responses of Songkhla Lake Fishermen on the Government’s

Irrawaddy Dolphin Conservation Guidelines
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Abstract

This research aims to analyze the factors that have an influence on fulfilling the needs of fisherman
affecting Irrawaddy dolphin’s conservation. Structured interviews were given 384 residents of coastal
communities in Songkhla and Phatthalung provinces. Binary logistic regression analysis was used to
analyze the data. The results show 1) the following factors influence prohibitions on fishing practices that
are threats to the dolphin, and the relationship between the dolphin and its ecosystem, respectively, 2) the
following factors influence Irrawaddy dolphin protection efforts are natural inbreeding, dolphin habitat,
discussions within the communities about the dolphin, settingborder buoys demarcating protected areas,
information regarding Irrawaddy dolphin lung respiration, respectively, 3) the following factors influence
the efforts to build rafts and an observation tower are clearly demarcating protection zones, and
information regarding the harm that stagnant water has on the Irrawaddy, respectively. Encouraging the
communities towards the above-mentioned activities that have an influence will make the government’s
efforts to conserve the Irrawaddy dolphin receive positive support of the communities as they try to meet

their needs.

Keywords: Irrawaddy dolphin, community response, fishermen community, Songkhla Lake Basin
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Figure 1 Sightings of alive dolphin.
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Figure 2 Irrawaddy dolphin perceiving.
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Table 1 Level and priority of problems and threats to Irrawaddy dolphin (n=384).

Problems and Threats X S.D. Level Order
1.The problem of dolphin accidentally getting caught 3.73 1.61 High 1

in fishing equipment

2. Pollution problem 3.57 1.27 High 2
3. Dolphin food are decreased 3.42 1.14 High 3
4. Dolphin habitatremains limited 3.05 1.12  Moderate 4
5. Inbreeding among dolphins problem 3.04 1.37  Moderate 5
6. Less understanding and awareness of Irrawaddy dolphin 2.94 1.25  Moderate 6

2. AMuARivTaTIlsEeAaLuInIMsaysnlasndsafuasnnasy
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ﬁuﬁﬁum@qimmﬁmm 2) madhsedslan uag 3) meakruwndausedsinanisallann Jeradszaeiinag
ARLALETILAN AN LA AL LN (Table 2)

Table 2 Opinion of fishermen on the government’s Irrawaddy dolphin conservation guidelines (n=384).

Item Amount Percentage (%)
(person)

Prohibitions on fishing practices that are dangerous to dolphin

agree 308 80.2

disagree 76 19.8
Dolphin protection efforts

agree 258 67.2

disagree 126 32.8

Building rafts and dolphin observation tower

agree 306 79.7
disagree 78 20.3
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Table 3 Variables in the equation of prohibitions on fishing practices.

B S.E. Wald df Sig. Exp(B)

ut 1.023 .302 11.466 1 .001 2.780

u2 674 133 25.606 1 .000 1.963
Constant -1.744 510 11.707 1 .001 A75
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Table 4 Variables in the equation of Irrawaddy dolphin protection.

B S.E. Wald df Sig. Exp(B)

) .966 375 6.624 1 .010 2.628

e 541 212 6.497 1 011 1.718

K .530 .241 4.824 1 .028 1.699

n 482 .239 4.066 1 .044 1.620
Constant -772 312 6.124 1 .013 462
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