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Abstract
The objectives of this research were 1) to study personal factors, economic factors and exposure
to agricultural information. 2) to study the opinion on para rubber plantation of famers. 3) to compare the
opinion on para rubber plantation of famers in reference to personal factors and exposure to agricultural

information. 4) to explore the relationship between economic factors and the opinion on para rubber
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plantation of famers. The sample consisted of 344 para rubber plantation famers of Koh Khan subdistrict,
Cha-uat district, Nakhon Si Thammarat province. The statistical analysis for the interpretation of the
gathered data were percentage, arithmetic means, standard deviation, t-test, F-test, least significant
difference, and Pearson’s correlation coefficient.

The result of the research revealed that the most of farmers were male. The average of age was
51.03 years. The level of education was elementary or lower. The average number of family was 4.06
persons. The average agricultural area was 13.72 rais. The average area for para rubber plantation was
12.02 rais. The average labor was 2.07 persons. The average expenditure in cultivating was 19,888.84
baht per year and the average income from cultivating was 117,966.57 baht per year. The average
experience of para rubber plantation was 22.92 years. The most exposures of agricultural information was
famer’s fellow, conference with training television and radio. Farmer’s opinion on para rubber plantation
career on the average was at the high level (mean 3.97). The results of hypothesis testing indicated that
the farmers with different member had significantly different opinion on para rubber plantation career at
0.05 level of significance. It was also found that the area for para rubber plantation had significant correlate

with the opinion on para rubber plantation career at 0.05 level of significance.

Keywords: opinion, career, Para rubber plantation
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Table 1 Opinion on para rubber plantation career.

Opinion on para rubber plantation career X S.D. Level
Planting 4.09 0.78 High
Protection 3.95 0.81 High
Diseases and pests 3.72 0.90 High
Harvesting 4.08 0.82 High
Marketing 4.05 0.83 High

Total 3.97 0.82 High
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Table 2 To compare the opinion on para rubber plantation of famers in reference to personal factors.

Personal Planting Caring for  Diseases Harvest ~ Marketing Total Conclude
factors plants and pests

Gender 0.360™ -1.106™ -0.643™ -0.885™ -0.692™ -0.769™ Not different
Age 3.977 1.070™ 0.541"™ 0.780™ 0.847™ 1.242™ Not different

Education 0.684"™ 0.912™ 1.030™ 0.672"™ 2.142™ 0.409™ Not different

Member 2.927 2.918 0.850™ 3.456 2.329™ 3.781 Different

ns. = Non - significant * Significance level of 0.05
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Table 3 The relationship between economic factors and the opinion on para rubber plantation of famers.

Economic factors Planting Caring Diseases Harvest Marketing  Total Conclude
for plants and pests
Area agriculture 0.144"  0.169° -0.040™  0.069™  -0.008" 0.082™  Nothave
relationship
Area for para 0.179" 0.153" 0.006™  0.072™  0.052"™  0.118 Have
rubber plantation relationship
Labor in para 1.89" 1.20° 0.019™  0.077°  -0.008™ 0.102"  Not have
rubberplantation relationship
Spent in para 0.101™ 0.062™ 0.024™ 0.045™ 0.043™  0.071™  Not have
rubber plantation relationship
Income for para 0.101™ 0.097™ -0.034™ ~ 0.003™  -0.004™ 0.040™  Nothave
rubber plantation relationship
Experience for para  0.044" 0.016™ -0.067"™  0.082™  0.085"  0.038"™  Nothave
rubber plantation relationship

ns. = Non - significant * Significance Level of 0.05 ** Significance Level of 0.01

Table 4 To compare the opinion on para rubber plantation of famers in reference to exposure to

agricultural information.

Exposure to agricultural Planting  Caring Diseases Harvest Marketing — Total Conclude
information for plants and pests

Person media 2,557 1 0.910™ 1.842™ 1.027™ 1.435" 1.800™ Not different
Activity media -0.985™ -0.064™ 1.427™  -0.928™ = -0.698™ -0.264™ Not different
Mass media 0.961™  0.463™ 0.152"™ 0.686™  2.033™  0.324™ Not different

ns. = Non - significant ** Significance Level of 0.01
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