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Dynamics of Vernacular Architecture in Tai Yai Houses in Khun Yuam District,

Mae Hong Son Province Due to Cultural Assimilation
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Abstract

This research explores the dynamics of Tai Yai vernacular houses in Khun Yuam district, Mae Hong Son
province due to cultural assimilation. It aims to investigate the architectural patterns and to discuss the dynamics
of architectural change due to cultural assimilation. The method of study is a qualitative survey and field
research by physical, social, | and cultural characteristics of Tai Yai in Khun Yuam district. Altogether 3 villages
and 29 houses are explored. The findings revealed that the forms of Tai Yai houses have some dynamics
and change due to the cultural assimilation with Lanna house characteristics as well as functional adaptation
by the owners the influencing factors include environment, economic, social and cultural factors. However,
Tai Yai people still maintain identity of Tai Yai villages and houses. While beliefs in housing construction and
living spaces inside the houses remain those of the Tai Yai's. These indicate the ability to conserve their

cultural identity and adaptation in globalizing context.
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