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Before his ascension to the throne as the fourth king of the Chakri Dynasty, King
Mongkut (Rama IV), was a Buddthist monk for a long period. His days in monkhood proved
greatly beneficial to the country and the people, for it-was during this time that he acquired
profound academic knowledge, proficiency in foreign languages, and firsthand experiences of
the country through his extensive pilgrimages.

During one such pilgrimage. to Phetchaburi Province, he spent the night at
Sommana templex on a hill outside the city. From this vantage point he enjoyed the view of
Phetchaburi so much that when he became King he had a royal residence built on top of
three hills overlooking the province.

Named Phra Naknon Khiri (Hill Palace), better known as Khao Wang, it was the
first provincial palace built in the Rattanakosin Period, for used by King Mongkut when he
visited his subjects, as well as for his astronomical studies.

The foundation stone for the first structure, the Petchaphumphairot Palace, was
laid on July 7, 1859. After its completion the palace was used by the King as a reception
hall where he granted audiences. He also took residence there, and to this day many of his
personal belongings remain to be seen, such as a large mirror, a side table, a wall cabinet
containing porcelain made in Europe as well as metal dolls, a table and couches, and a
mother-of-pearl inlaid bed.

To the back of the palace was another building, which served as residence for
Queen Thepsirin. Named Pramotmahaisawan Palace, it was a two-storey building with small

staircase leading to the upper floor, which had two bed chambers and a closet.
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Another building, called Vechayan Vichien Palace, later housed a life-size statue
of King Mongkut, which was installed in the reign of King Rama Vil. When a thunderbolt
struck the statue, damaging one arm. His Majesty the King had a new statue made in
bronze to replace it. The original statue was then repaired and installed at the Petch Royal
Mansion in Wat Bovornnives.

The Fourth palace building, named Ratchathammasabha, was used by King
Mongkut as site for merit-making and meditation. It was also here that he preached to
members of his entourage.

Other stuctures were built for various functions. The Santhakan Sathan was used
as living quarters for the princesses. It had an atrium in the middle, and a balcony for
viewing stage performances.

The Pimanpetchmahet Towers in front of the main palace had three towers; the
one in the middle housed a Buddha image, the one on the right is a shrine for the guardian
spirit, and the one on the left served as a stand for a r;1usica| ensemble. The middle tower
also had a small chamber, where King Mingkut spent the Buddhist Sabbath days and
observed the eight precepts.

The Chatuvetparitpat Hall, which served as an assembly hall, featured a dais for
a panel of monks when merit-making and sermons were held in the palace.

The Chatchavanviengchai Tower, beside Ratchathammasabha Palace, was built
as King Mongkut’s observatory tower for his astronomical studies. It had a dome-shaped
glass roof, with a lantern hung at nigth. The light was magnified and could be seen from the
open sea, serving as guide to fishermen who came ashore at Ban Laem or Bang Taboon
harbors. A flagpole in front carried the royal flag when the King was in residence at Phra
Nakhon Khiri Palace.

Khao Wang has become a significant historical place visited by Thais from far
and near. The climb up the hills is made enjoyable by a well-paved path shaded by aging
frangipani trees, their branches laden with white fragrant blossoms. No matter where one
stands on the Phra Nakhon Khiri hilltop palace, one looks out to a superb view of an azure-
green ocean bordering the lush hills. The town appears as doll houses of different sizes and
shapes surrounded by rich ricefields and rows of palm trees.

The palace buildings had been dilapidated with time, but the Department of Fine
Arts carried out proper renovation and landscaping and turned the area into a historical park,
to allow younger generations to relax as they study the hilltop palace at close range. On

behalf of His Majesty the King, His Royal Highness Crown Prince Maha Vaijiralongkorn
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inaugurtated the Historical Park of Phara Nakhon Khiri following the completion of the

renovation work.
Phra Nakhon Khiri, the royal palace on the hilltop, has been revived to is former

glory. It is waiting for young visitors to come and contemplate the activities of King Mongkut,
the Father of Thai Science, the academic monarch who brought the Monarchy closer to the

people and set the country on the course of modernization.
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