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“Was well understanding of the work of taking photographs, and being
with Mr.Thompson will have good opportunity to do according to his pleasure in and
about this Palace”
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“Another time he called upon me with a Royal Letter in a Splendid
Gold Case, which set forth that his brother The King had commanded him to find a
foreign inventor. A man who could invent anything, and he wished to know how
much monthly salary such a genius would require. The King, he said, desired when
taking an airing of an evening to indulge freely in shooting his subjects; but the gun
must be planned so that the progress of the ball would be arrested when it had just
penetrated half an inch beneath the skin. He only wanted, in this way, to strike terror
into the hearts of his people by firing at them and then miraculously saving their lives.
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“A shrill balst of horns he ralded the approach of The King, and
caused us hastily to descend into the court. His Majesty entered through a massive
gateway, and | must confess that | felt much impressed by his appearance. As | had
never been in the presence of an anointed sovereign before. He stood about five feet
eight inches, and his figure was erect and commanding; but an expression of severe
gravity was settled on his some what haggard face. His dress was a robe of spotless
white, which reached right down to his feet; His head was bare, | was admiring the
simplicity and purity of this attire, when His Majesty beckoned to me to approach
him, and informed me that he wished to have his portrait taken as he knelt in an
attitude of prayer.”
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“The King does everything which is right, and if | were to accost him
now he might conclude his morning’s work by cutting off my head”
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“Yes, place him, but do not for the life of you lay hands on him more
especially on his thrice sacred head”
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“Mr. Town-Shun, Do what you require for the excellency of your
photograph™
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“Ah! You are Scotsman, and speak English | can understand; there
are Englishmen here who have not understanding of their own language when | speak
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