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Abstract

Although there is a common way of rice production, using chemical fertilizers
and pesticides, in Thailand, organic rice growers have been continued their lives and
organic agriculture way of production firmly. In this study, the motivation of these
growers to continue the organic production has been explored. Objectives are 1) to
examine the way of production and motivation in the organic rice production system,
and 2) to analyze motivation that influencing the extension of rice production. The
results of this study are expected to apply for agricultural extension officers and the
concerned staffs to promote organic system. Area of study is in Surin and Yasothorn,
as there is a large number of organic rice production in these areas in Thailand. Data
collection was from 400 respondents, however, there were 336 respondents that made
the completed questionnaires and interview. Descriptive statistics such as percentage,
mean were used in order to examine production characteristics and levels of motivation
for organic rice production. Analysis of motivations towards area of rice production
extension was applied by Multiple Regression Analysis (MRA).

From the result of the samples, household members were 3 persons on
average, about 16 rai of rice production areas per household, conducting rice
production for nearly 30 years, while the transition period of organic system was about
2 years and 8 months. Average yields were about 413.70 kilograms a rai, and selling
price was 20.24 baht a kilogram. Motivation in the organic rice system for the samples
indicated that the support from the government, health concerns, the danger of
chemicals in agriculture, organic agriculture helps reduce cost, and organic agriculture
is the sustainable way of production were found in “highest” degrees with 4.57, 4.55,

4.26, 4.23, and 4.21 average score respectively.

Motivation factors that influencing the extension of organic rice production area

at 0.05 level of significant were:

1. Organic agriculture can help good relationship in the household (X, ) (due to

. the use of household labor as main labor supply)



2. Resource uses are not much as in chemical agriculture(Xg)
3. Organic agriculture is the sustainable way of production(Xg)

Motivation factors that influencing the extension of organic rice production area

at 0.10 level of significant were:

1. Organic agriculture can help reduce costs (X;)
2. Organic agriculture is a trendy way of production (X;)
3. Health concerns (X7)

4. Support from the government (X,4)

Therefore, in order to motivate to increase organic rice production area,
concerned staffs and organizations had better concern on these items, especially the
value of organic production as the sustainable way of production, the relationship in the
household, and the knowledge of applying inputs without chemicals. The others are the
reduction of cost in the organic way, organic agriculture is not the trendy way, but
sustainable way, the concerns on health that can be alleviated if conducting organic
agriculture, and support strategies from the government, that can help more production

area of organic rice.
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