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ABSTRACT

Ban Klong Dan Community in Songkla — Nakhon Si Thammarat is an old
community that was flourished in the past. Nowadays, Ban Klong Dan Community has
been developed to “Klong Dan Floating Market”. Several houses in the community have
been modified into a homestay to serve tourists who want to experience old houses,
cultures and lifestyle of people in the community. With an influx of tourists, increased
economic competition affects each house to improve and repair in a different way. An
identity that represents the history, culture and lifestyle of people in the community is
gradually disappeared. This research aimed to provide recommendations on interior
architectural design for improving homestays in accordance with distinctive architectural
characters of vernacular houses in Ban Klong Dan Community, Songkla and Nakhon Si
Thammarat.

This research was a qualitative research that focused on the analysis of
documents and electronic media relating to history, culture, lifestyle and architectural
characteristics in Klong Dan Community. In addition, observations, making survey of 8
vernacular houses in Klong Dan Community and 4 vernacular houses that had been
modified into homestays as well as interviews of 8 owners of vernacular houses, 5

descendants of owners of vernacular houses, 4 homestay owners, and 10 people who

Y%



live for at least 25 years in the community were conducted. Data were collected by
using a survey and observation form, an interview form, an opinion-interview form and
perspective scenery views. Data were qualitatively analyzed by analyzing the current
state of case study, content analyses and comparative analyses.

The research results can be concluded that the distinctive interior architectural
characteristics of vernacular houses in Klong Dan Community are that the physical
characteristics of the houses can be classified by their architectural patterns as single-
storey wooden houses, single row wooden houses and row wooden houses. Roofs are
mostly hipped style and gable made from thin clay tiles from Yo Island. Currently, some
roofs have changed to Roman tiles and small corrugated galvanized iron in place of
existing materials, wooden wall is made with horizontal paneling or wooden wall covered
vertically and air ventilation above doors and windows. Front doors are wooden folding
doors. Improvements and repairs of vernacular houses find that bathroom has been
modified the most, followed by kitchen, bedroom and living room, respectively. House
owners and people in the community choose to maintain interior architecture and
traditional features by using traditional materials and modern materials similar to the
original ones. Traditional materials are resorted to from other vernacular houses
belonging to friends or a family without any residents. This poses the problems of
artisans are required and the use of modern colors painting over the old wood. Interior
architectural patterns in homestays that are preferred by the house owners and people
in the community are the traditional architectural pattern using traditional materials and
modern materials looking similar to the old ones in modifying, repairing and improving
utilization space to suit modern lifestyle.

Suggestions for improving the housing in Klong Dan Community are to maintain
the major characteristics of vernacular architecture of the community such as the
following. Roof patterns are both hipped style and gable made from modern materials
similar to the old ones because thin clay tiles are now very hard to find. Wooden walls
with horizontal paneling or covered vertically could be substituted with modern
materials, which offer authentic wood feeling and are durable. Doors should be folding

doors because they are consistent with both current and traditional lifestyles of people in



Klong Dan Community. These are to maintain as much the identity that reflected in the
architectural characteristics as possible.

Recommendations on interior architectural design for improving homestays in
accordance with distinctive architectural characters of vernacular houses in Ban Klong
Dan Community, Songkla and Nakhon Si Thammarat are as follows: 1. Traditional interior
architectural pattern should focuses on pattern maintenance of houses, walls, doors,
and windows by using traditional materials in repairing only the damaged parts or using
modern materials similar to the old ones as well as using artisans with wood expertise. 2.
Selection of modern construction materials such as floor tiles and walls should choose
for not flashy patterns and colors in line with the homestay context and environment. 3.
Selection of colors to cover the existing wooden walls should use soft-tone colors,
rubbing splinters and starching up to brighten the room. If natural wood color is
preferred, then wood stain color that reveals the wood pattern should be selected. This
not only gives beautiful wooden walls but also helps to preserve the wood. 4. Installation
of ceilings within homestays should select smooth gypsum ceilings or smart boards with
wood-like gouging. Ceiling with layer or light-hidden installation should not be used. 5.
Furniture should have patterns suitable with homestays’ internal environments by
emphasizing the layout with existing furniture. New furniture should have patterns similar
to existing ones and made from natural or naturally-substituted materials. 6. Walls
should be decorated with photos of the house owner or photos of Klong Dan Community
in the past in order to tell the story of the house owner and people in Klong Dan
Community in the past.

Keywords: Vernacular architecture, Artisans, Klong Dan Community, Rehabilitation
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2.6 NTAULWIAA Vernacular as Process and Product

N7aLWWAAA Vernacul as Process and product WNANTeULlefiuEeaan
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ANBIULAINATINTU (3117 2.6) (Carl V. Patton. 1988)

Process Characteristics

Product Characteristics

1. Identity of designers

. Degree of cultural and place

2. Intentions of designers specificity
3. Anonymity of designers 2. Specific models, plan forms, and
4. Reliance on a model with morphologies

variations 3. Nature of relationships among el-

5. Presence of a single model ements and the underlying rules
6. Extent of sharing of model 4. Presence of specific formal
7. Nature of underlying schemata qualities

8. Consistency of use of a single
model for different parts of the
house-settlement system

9. Relationships among models used
in different environments

. Use of specific materials, tex-

tures, and colors

. Nature of relation to landscape
. Effectiveness of response to

climate

10. Specifics of the choice model of 8. Efficiency in use of resources
design 9. Complexity due to place
1. Congruence of the choice model specificity

with ideals of users
12. Degree of congruence between

. Complexity due to the use of a

single model with variations

environment and culwre—life 11. Clarity of the environment due to

style the order expressed by the model
13. Use of implicit vs. explicit design used

criteria 12. Open-endedness allowing

14. Degree of self-consciousness of
the design process

15. Degree of constancy vs. change of
the basic model

16. Form of temporal change

17. Extent of sharing of knowledge
about design and construction

changes

. Presence of “stable equilibrium”

vs. the “unstable equilibrium” of
high style

. Complexity due to variations over

tume

5. Open-endedness regarding

activities

5. Degree of multisensory qualities

of environment

7. Degree of differentiation of

settings

. Effectiveness of environment as a

setting for life style and activity
systems

. Ability of settings to communi-

cate effectively to users

. Relative importance of semifixed

features vs. fixed feature
elements

gﬂﬁ 2.6 N9ALLIIAA Vernacul as Process and product (Spontaneous Shelter. 1988.

[Online]. Available : http://www.temple.edu/tempress/titles/525_reg.html)

o Y Y

(TunAuAndaya : 16 nangIAN 2560).
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ABSTRACT

Ban Klong Dan Community in Songkla-Nakornsrithammarat is a primitive community that
was flourished in the past. Nowadays, Ban Klong Dan Community has been developed to “Klong
Dan Floating Market”. A number of houses in the community have been modified into a homestay to
serve tourists who want to experience the primitive houses, cultures and life style of the people in the
community. When the number of tourist increased, the competition in economic affects each house
to improve and repair in a different way. An identity that represents the history, culture and lifestyle of
people in the community is gradually disappeared. This research aims to study the characteristics of
vernacular architecture in Klong Dan Community.

This research is a qualitative research that focuses on the analysis of documents and
electronic media, which related to history, culture, lifestyle and architectural characteristic in Klong
Dan Community, the observation, survey of 10 vernacular houses in Klong Dan Community and the
interview of 10 people of at least 25 years of age in Klong Dan Community.

It could be concluded according to the results of the characterization of vernacular houses
in Klong Dan Community that physical characteristics could classify houses based on architectural
pattern as single-storey wooden houses, single row wooden houses and row wooden houses. Roofs
were mostly hipped style and gable made from thin clay tiles from Yo Island. The facet cut of the roof
covered with rainproof materials, which could perfectly withstand rain and wind. This could be
commonly seen in Songkla. Currently, certain houses had changed to galvanized iron, wooden wall
with horizontal paneling and air ventilation above doors and windows. The front doors were wooden
folding doors due to the lifestyle in the past were row house for trading that required wide open
storefront, convenient to open and close and open for airflow to cool the house.

Suggestions for improving the housing in Klong Dan Community were to maintain the major
characteristics of vernacular architecture of the community such as the following. Roof patterns were
both hipped style and gable made from modern materials that were similar to the clay because it was
hard to find today. Wooden walls with horizontal paneling could be substituted with modern
materials, which looked like authentic wood and were durable. Doors should be folding doors
because they complied with both current and traditional lifestyles of people in Klong Dan Community.
These were to maintain as much the identity that reflected in the architectural characteristics as

possible.

KEYWORDS: Vernacular architecture, Identity, artisans, Klong Dan Community,Rehabilitation
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