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ABSTRACT

Nowadays, Thailand has an aging population and the number is likely to be increasing,
therefore, the preparation for the physical facilities for the elderly is considered to be an important
issue for the social development and quality of life for the elderly. Since the fresh market is one
of the vital components for communities, it’s also a public area with a high risk of accidents
among the elderly due to their physical conditions as well as the environmental factors within the
fresh market. Therefore, the adjustment of the fresh market’s environment and facilities must be
done to facilitate activities of the elderly in the fresh market. The purpose of this research is to
study the environmental factors and the facilities that affect the circulation within of the bazaar
and to study the activities and needs of elderly traveling in the market as well as providing

guidance on the facility designs of circulation in the fresh market for the elders.

This research is a qualitative research conducted through the surveys and observation on
the bazaars, namely Ying-Chaleon Market, Aiam-Sombat Market, Onnut Market, Happyland
Market, and Thung Khru New Market. The observation is toward the activities together with
existing facilities within the fresh markets such as walkways and ramps, parking lots, stairs, and
other areas around the fresh markets. Also the interview is conducted with the sample group of 50
elderly to identify the problems and the improvement needed in the market. The finding from the
five cases will be analyzed into qualitative data by analyzing market mobility facilitators, five
case studies, market comparative analysis, five case studies, and content analysis from the

interviews.

I



The research found that the facilities available in the fresh market are not up to standards
and do not suitable to the characteristics of the elderly and caused many problems such as the
problem of wet and slippery floor, the drainage cap are not closed properly, ramp that don’t meet
the standard and have no handrails, no parking space for the elderly, stairways are not properly
built, no public toilet for the elderly. The issues also included the unorganized market stands, the
height of the stands, and cleanliness issues as well. And this problem reflects the needs of the
elderly in various ways including their need for the floor within the fresh market corridor to be
paved with slip proof material, Facilities such as the drainage and hose cover, the standard
stairway and ramp, Parking space for seniors. In addition, the elderly also need space for sitting
between the parking spots for elderly, shopping cart service point, the zoning of market according

to product type, and height control of the stands within the fresh market.

Based on the analysis of problems and needs for mobility facilities, the guidelines for the
design of mobility facilities for the elderly are as follows; Proper drainage and drainage surfaces,
Passageway, ramp surface and the stairway area that are up to the standard for elderly, parking
space for the elderly with seat provided between the route, the distribution of product zones by
type of product, adding of service points, shopping carts and delivery points to the elderly within
the fresh market. The guidelines from this study can be used for the further design of convenience
facilities for elderly in other markets by based only on the relevant contexts and the adaptation of

each market.

Keywords : The elders , Fresh Market , Circulation
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Abstract

The elderly population has been increasing rapidly which make the preparation for these
facilities for becomes the first priority of the social development. As the communal ground,
‘Talad Nut’ or bazaar is one of the areas that should be suitable for the elderly including
environment of the market itself. This research aims to study the problems and needs regarding
the market environment through the interview from 55 elderly with the age of 60 years or above
who come to the bazaar in Bang Khen District and through the observation toward the facilities
usage according to the regulations regarding the designated facilities in the building for the
disabled, handicapped, and the elderly. The data will be analyzed to identify the problems and
needs of the elderly toward the suitable environment of market and then the findings will be
used as a guideline for the further market design.

The research found that there is a shortage of the amenities within market including the
label facilities, parking ramps, stairs, corridors, the substandard toilets, and the constructions
which lack of knowledge and correct understanding toward the elderly’s needs. In addition to
the basic amenities, they also need space to relax and zone management to create the suitable
atmosphere for the elderly. The results of this finding can lead to further design guideline of the
built environment of the bazaar so that seniors can have access to safer and more convenient

marketplace.

Keywords: The elderly = Market ~ Bazaar  Interior Environmental
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