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ABSTRACT

One of the three objectives of this qualitative study was to define the
architectural identity of the waterfront communities of the Chanthaboon River by
studying their distinctive architectural characteristics: style, pattern, materials and
shades of color. A structured interview form was used to interview senior entrepreneurs
there to obtain information about their needs for interior design and key words to
achieve a suitable interior design concept. Another was to investigate the architectural
perception of entrepreneurs and visitors and the other was to propose guidelines for the
interior design of shops in communities on the Chanthaboon River to promote their
architectural identity. The research tools comprised a survey, a structured interview
form, and a questionnaire. The subjects were 11 owners of structures belonging to
Sombat Rim Nan Building, 10 senior villagers, entrepreneurs and visitors. Since some
of the data were redundant, only 10 subjects from each group were selected as
representatives. Distinctive physical characteristics that had the highest total scores
were categorized as architectural identity.

The findings from the survey, interview and questionnaire were synthesized to
obtain guidelines for this interior design. The most distinctive characteristics of Sombat
Rim Nam Building considered architectural identity were found in the house of Luang
Ratchamaitri. The design concept was “architecture that reveals history.” Such exterior

characteristics that should be used to complement the interior design were: 1) the style



should be of a colonial style because this western architecture can blend well with the
local style, 2) the pattern should be of curves or of natural patterns such as a flower vine
pattern and gingerbread pattern, 3) the materials should be natural such as a wooden
floor in addition to the walls made of slaked lime or pulverized lime that was popular in
that period (the reign of King Rama V) and the ceiling not being covered so the wooden
structure could be seen, and 4) the shades of color should be light to remind beholders
of the age of the buildings and the materials. The natural colors of the materials are
preferable such as the dark brown of wood, creamy white of slaked or pulverized lime or

orange of masonry bricks.
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