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Tile Surfaces forms against impact in Bathrooms for Elderly People
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Abstract

The objective of this research is to study type of bathroom tile surface for elderly in order to suggest
type of tile surface in bathroom for elderly in the foster home. The research was conducted at the bathrooms
of Piboonsook and Sooksan buildings at the Development Center and Social Welfare Banbangkhae 1. The
results have found that bathroom surface at Banbangkhae 1 foster home was slip and wet all days and the
elderly is easily fall down due to their conditions of health and acknowledge is deteriorated. Injury cased by
falling down often related with impaction with floor and wall or equipment inside the bathroom. Interview was

made with the officer who taking care of the elderly at Banbangkhae 1 foster home regarding factors
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contributing to the elderly falling down in the bathroom together with observing the movement of the elderly
falling down in the bathroom together with observing the movement of the elderly volunteers inside the
bathroom during taking a shower using bowl to pour water. The result has found that cause of falling down
is bathroom floor. The researcher is therefore interested in the study of type of tile surface in bathroom for
elderly at the Development Center and Social Welfare Banbangkhae 1 which may be one option to alleviate
injury of the elderly due to falling down inside the bathroom. The study was performed concerning 3 factors
contributing to type of bathroom tile surface for the elderly including bathroom characteristics, elderly movement
inside the bathroom, and the survey of anti-slippery and anti-impact tile available in the market as well as
related policy and laws of environment design for the elderly. The primary outcome has shown that there were
no anti-slippery or anti-impact tiles inside the bathrooms of Piboonsook and Sooksan buildings at the Development
Center and Social Welfare Banbangkhae 1. However, there were anti-slippery or anti-impact tiles at Sawasdipol
building, a dormitory, which was newly constructed. Therefore, the bathroom for elderly should be floored with
small size of tiles with several connections in order to reduce friction during the elderly using the bathroom
and should be floored with flexible anti-slippery or anti-impact tiles which is easily for caring and cleaning,

prevent moisture, as well as be equipped with sufficient illumination and well ventilation.

Keyword: elderly people, bathroom tile surface, type of bathroom tile surface
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