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The analysis of Signifier and Signified of the Jewelry in Ayutthaya period

for Knowledge in Contemporary Thai Jewelry Design in the future
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Abstract

This article describes the analysis of the signified and signifiers found in Ayutthaya jewelry in order
to develop a design framework for conserving Thai traditional values in jewelry design of modern days.
Five distinctive and well defined pieces of Ayutthaya jewelry were used in this qualitative study. Translation-
interpretation framework and data analysis framework were used to uncover and identify relationships between

jewelry design elements (signifiers) and their concepts or meanings (signified).

These findings will be further developed into a design framework for conserving Thai traditional values
in contemporary Thai jewelry design. The analysis results are as followings: 1) Thai belief in Brahmin-Hindu

belief is the most prominent signified in the jewelry of Ayutthaya period.

Thai belief associated with Buddhism and Nymph believes are also found significantly. Besides Thai
belief, other signs are also found, such as the hallmark of king’s emblem of ancient Vesari city. 2. In Brahmin-
Hindu belief, there are seven signified meanings including; the divided social classes, the abundance of
Chiang Saen the ancient city, the prosperity of Tavaravadi the ancient kingdom, the stability and heaven,
the sacred animals associated with cardinal directions, the respectful power of mother nature, the mythical
Himmapan forest and creatures. In Buddhism belief, there are two signified meanings including; the abundance
and prosperity and the indication of Visakha Bucha’s day. In Nymph belief, there are two signified meanings
including; the spiritual power for protection, the processions of the one who passed away and the offerings
from his/her offspring (which is called “krueng-su-krom”). Furthermore, other signified and signifiers are found
including the signs of popularity and prevalence, the hallmark of king’s emblem of ancient Vesari city, and
the indication to early period of Ayutthaya art. The signified meanings are found in relation to the signifiers in
terms of material, pattern, form, type of jewelry, wearing position, and usage. The results of this study is the

knowledge that those interested in jewelry or designer to design a contemporary of Thailand in the future.

Keyword: Signifier, Signified, Jewelry Ayutthaya period, Thai Believes
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