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Perception of Lanna Identity via Architecture in Chiang Mai Province
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Abstract

Besides functional purposes, architectures also act as a visual mean to communicate abstract contents
to people. Initially, each individual architecture usually conveys concepts or philosophies of its builders and
architects. However, once these architectures in one community are grouped together, they can communicate
the story of social and culture of the community. This characteristics can be seen in several major cities in
the world such as Rome and Kyoto for instance. In Thailand, the city of Chiang Mai is a part of the Northern
Provinces those inherit Lanna culture where old and new architectures with diversities both in functions and
in styles are observed. The large diversities of architecture and styles sometimes can obscure Lanna identity
of the city. This research explores how effective can Lanna identity be expressed via architectures in Chiang Mai.
The findings show both Thais and foreigners have a similar opinion that Lanna identity in Chiang Mai can be
expressed via architecture, architectural elements and details very effectively. earticularly wood carving. The
findings contribute to the development of architecture and interior design in Chiang Mai to sustain the Lanna

identity perception in the future.
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