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ABSTRACT

Ladkrabang district is located at the outskirt of eastern Bangkok, occupying 124 square
kilometers. This area is still full of natural surroundings. The people have settled along natural canals,
which have 46 waterways in this district. Agriculture is the main career, including farming, fisheries and
fruit orchards, and it has been maintained till these days amid the change of land use to industrial area.

Regarding the potential of this area to manage waterway tourism, this paper was conducted
by exploratory research. In addition, it was attempted to conclude guidelines for waterway tourism to
meet the demand of tourists and entrepreneurs. The result showed that waterway tourism was popular
among tourists in Bangkok and vicinity. Of the surveyed respondents, 32.50 % gained 5,001-10,000 baht
of income per month, 32.70 % was in private sector, 53.50 % single and 59.30 % mainly female with 15-25 years
of age. The surveyed tourists wanted to learn ways of life between nature and community, to learn
history, to visit temples-and to go-shopping of agricultural products and souvenirs.

Regarding the readiness of the entrepreneur in this business, there were many entrepreneur
who made the OTOP products supported by Ladkrabang district office and gained financial support
from Bangkok Metropolitan office such as herbal prosper processed products and brown rice, etc. In
addition, the district office has established “Floating market” project. The start of “Suvannabhumi”
Airport soonest would support a large number of tourists. Then , management of “one-day” tourism
had high potency. These reasons indicated that waterway tourism at Ladkrabang district was feasible.

According to the survey, all routes of waterway were convenient, safe, and economize. The
“one-day” travel routes consisted of

Route 1 — Agro-tourism,

Route 2 — Visiting 7 temples and sight sceing along the canal in the west,
Route 3 — Visiting 7 temples and sight seeing along the canal in the east,
Route 4 — Sight seeing of marketplace and orchards sideway.

Recommendations to sustainable waterway tourism management were provision of facilities
such as car park, hygiene restroom, signs, handbook for tourists to visit temples and orchards, while
maintaining safety to the tourists and readiness of entrepreneur. It was through the provision of
products at reasonable price and good quality. To welcome the tourists with politeness and smile,

while being away from cheating, would impress them and promote sustainable tourism in this area.
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