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Way of life and Culture in Urban & Rural Context in Kunming Province, China
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Abstract

This paper aims to present the experience from the Qualitative Research Training Workshop in
Kunming, People’s Republic of China. This program had been supported by the Faculty of Architecture, King
Mongkut’s Institute of Technology Ladkrabang. The research methodology combines; survey, observation
and socio-cultural changing process analysis in the real situation. The research activity emphasizes on the
understanding of the changes and remains of the way of life and culture in urban and rural context.

Kunming is the main city in Yunnan administrative region. The rapid economic growth in Kunming
makes the rise of “materialism” development which replaced the old homeland without any concern on the

cultural route just only to serve the business system (capitalism). While the local people still live in the old
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way of life and the old traditions still remain which indicate the unbalance between Materialism development
and Human behavior.

From Kunming to Yi-Liang, small town in Yunnan Province, we still can see the rural way of life from
vernacular houses made from natural materials within the agriculture-based community which fitly settled
along each other. Nevertheless, Yi-Liang is a famous tourist attraction with its unique and beautiful natural
environment which makes the rapid development within the town. There are a very few numbers of the local
wisdom-made dwelling heritage which so-called “Mud Houses” left to be preserved because of the lack of
the appreciation of cultural significance values. The concept of historic town conservation had been
top-down approached from the central government. The conservation policy has been implementing only
to preserve the historic town as a “freezing heritage” which only keeps the architectural heritage without
living spiritual instead of the concept “living heritage” which motivates and collaborates among local people
to revitalize the collective values as a whole. Yi-Liang is in a high risk and critically facing vulnerability
on socio-cultural change in the future.

All problems could be solved with the collaborative process among government and the people to find
the best solution for developing the country on the basis of sustainability and wisdom heritage from their

ancestor.
Key Words: Kunming, Urban Society, Rural Society, Socio-cultural change
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