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Demonstration project to conserve the Thai house in Nonthaburi Om Canal area :

Wat Bang Oy Chang Community Data Center
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Abstract

The Bang Sithong Tambon Administration invited me to be the architectural art advisor to it's
conservation project in 2005. The “Wat Bang Oy Chang Community Data Center” plan was part of the
demonstration programs of the conservation project of artistic environment in Nonthaburi Om Canal area
initiated by the office of Natural Resources and Environmental Policy and Planning in cooperation with the
Danish International Development Assistance (DANIDA). The practical conservation work of moving and
renovating a traditional Thai house offered an excellent academic opportunity for me to gain architectural
insight of the Thai house in Nonthaburi Om Canal area.

The work involved moving an old wooden house dated over 100 yvears donated to the monastery by a
group of devoiees to be a kitchen for over 50 years. The Wat Bang Oy Chang Community Council agreed
that the house was too dilapidated to be left on the old site. In order to have a distinguished center,
extensive repair and addition of porch, railing, entrance and landscaping are needed.

For the interpretation of the conservation work of the Thai house to the public’s appreciation and
understanding of our architectural history I directed the work crew to keep lettering on the wood panels
tact. Inquiries were made on the history of the house and it’s occupants through time. Senior members of
the community were interviewed. Steps in construction of the house were recorded and photographed for
later permanent exhibit inside the Center. The engineering structure and assembling style of the builders
with detailed measurements of proportion were analyzed and documented.

During the 90 days of work, there were constant visits from respected senior local inhabitants,
and passers-by. They witnessed the raising of a heritage house. The measure of success in raising community
awareness of the “merit of ancient Nonthaburi Thai House” was evident on the day the community united
to celebrate the opening of “Wat Bang Oy Chang Community Data Center”. The indelible impression
of the opening day was of Mrs. Amnuay Paewsakul (71 years old) pointing to her father’s handwriting
in white clay on a window panel recording all his children’s birth dates. She read with shaken voice,
“Amnuay, Tuesday, 3rd day of waning moon, second month, year of the dog; that’s my birthday.” Now the

Center, under supervision of the Community Council, regularly attracts students and tourists.

Keywords : The merit of ancient Thai House, The conservation project of artistic environment in

Nonthaburi Om Canal area, Wat Bang Oy Chang Community Data Center
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