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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research study were to 1) investigate quality assurance
process in higher education institutions, 2) make comparisons on such processes and
3) examine problems of quality assurance process of higher education institutions in
eastern suburban zone.

The population of this study was 41 academic department heads of higher
education institutions in Ladkrabang district of Bangkok and in Samutprakarn province.

The research instrument for data collection was the questionnaire on opinions on
quality assurance process.

Research findings can be concluded as follow:

1. For quality assurance process, the level of planning, implementation,
examination, review, and evaluation, was Io;/vest.

2. Regarding quality assurance process; institutions in both provinces are similarin
that they have to improve planning, examination, review, and evaluation due to
their lowest resulting levels.

3. Problems concerning quality assurance process institutions in both provinces
are encountering are: planning (no official system to set explicit plans), keeping
up with planning (officials have heavy teaching loads and are not aware of
importance of quality assurance), and evaluation (lack of expertise for evaluation

of quality assurance process).
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History

From the President's dream, the University has grown and will continue to grow
in concert with the university in a park concept. In addition to the three main academic
halls and the Cathedral of Learning described elsewhere, there many distinct features

that have cultural and historical significance.
Features of Cultural & Historical Significance

Au Golden Rock

"Au," the abbreviation of Assumption University, coincides with the chemical term
"Aurium” which means "gold." Gold has been a symbol of goodness and value for ages.
The big golden rock, closest to the Taweepwithaya Bridge, is to remind students every
morning when they arrive that when they graduate from Au, they are expected to be as
good as gold. The chemistry in the gblden rock is an element that forms the virtuous
composition of the atmosphere. For most students, their student life will end after
graduation and they will enter a new phase of life. Whatever career or path in life they

choose, goodness will be an ingredient of their success.

Taweepwithaya Bridge

Built in 1999, the bridge is the first threshold to the university compound that is
like a continent of knowledge as the bridge's Thai name implies. Crossing over it, one
sees a picturesque scene of a modern educational institution cloaked in a mantle of
intriguing architecture, nestled in-a natural environment. This stone bridge, with gravel
paths on each side, is the biggest bridge on the campus. The four stone posts on either
side are decorated with sculptured heads of lions symbolic of power because

knowledge is power.

Maka-amarin Bridge
The name of the bridge in Thai means “the path of angels." It is so named to
bless people who cross this bridge. The high reliefs on the bridge rails depict the angel

of light with radiating rays around an angel's face. It's paradoxical that they bear a
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resemblance to medusa (Versace's logo) so has been dubbed "Versace Bridge" by the
students. It crosses over the sprawling pond. This small bridge is near the entrance, but

it is the exit from the University.

Jaturatham Pavilion

The Pavilion of Four Virtues is so named by virtue of being inscribed on its upper
part with the words "Prudence, Justice, Fortitude, and Temperance." These were mores
of great kings and perfect men in ancient Greek and Roman times. It is intended to edify
and infuse into the students these qualities which would mould them to perfection. This
imposing stone structure has arched doorways marked on gach of its four sides by twin
Roman columns. Perched on the corner of the incoming road, it directly overlooks an
island of trees in the pond so it is a nice breezy place to relax and enjoy the beautiful

view of the big pond with buildings in the background.

The Seat of Wisdom

The golden statue "Saedes . Sapientiae” is an original interpretation of
"Assumption.” Christians venerate the mother of Christ as the seat of wisdom and as
taught by St. Louis Marie de Montfort, Christ is the wisdom seated on the throne. The
mother of Christ is the dwelling place of the supreme wisdom of all science. The
university is our mother who is also the dwelling place of knowledge. In this context,
"Assumption,” besides its religious connotation in glorification of the mother of Christ,
has yet another meaning in Thai language, “the Abode of Abiding Knowledge." Rightly,

Assumption is the seat of wisdom.

The Column

In Thailand it is a tradition to mark a central point of a town or city with a pillar or
a column. The Column of the university is @ monument erected towards the end of the
year 1999 to mark three great events: to pay tribute to His Majesty Bhumibol Adulyadej
on the occasion of the Great King's Sixth Cycle Birthday; to mark the third Millennium;
and to commemorate the Centenary Celebration of the arrival in Thailand. On October

20, 1901 the Montfort Brothers of St. Gabriel, sons of the St. Louis Marie de Montfort,
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arrived in Thailand to preach the Good News through educative missions in this beloved

land.

On the column there is a statue in bronze color, two and a half meters in height,
representing a Brother of St. Gabriel in academic gown with gold RABAT, which many
people assume to be St. Louis Marie De Montfort, pointing a finger to the Cathedral of
Learning or the Seat of Wisdom, a vision for the future. The column is twenty-five meters
in height, at the base of which are eight lions signifying the sltrength and the power of
knowledge. On four sides of the stone plinth, upon which the towering pillar stands, are

inscribed the motives for its erection.

Wild Horses

One of Au's former students, Mr. Nakorn Kamolsiri, won a medal in equestrian
sports from the Asian Games, the first gold medal achieved by an Au student from the
Asian Games. Inspired by his success and the natural characteristics of horses, Bro.
Martin chose horses to be the mascot of Au. Horses exude physical and mental agility,
strength and endurance. The statues of five wild horses in the middie of the huge pond
seemingly running towards the academic hall are to invoke enthusiasm in the students
to study with gusto. They awaken everyone who looks at them as they are portrayed in a

posture that demonstrates their stamina and swiftness.

Academic programs
1. Bachelor Degree Programs
- Business Administration
- Risk Management
- Arts
- Music
- Nursing Science
- Science and Technology
- Engineering
- Communication Arts

- Law



- Biotechnology

- Architecture

- Table of Fees

2. Master Degree

2.1 Programs - Business
- Biotechnology
- Computer
- Education
- Engineering
- English Language Edu.
- Internet Distance Edu.
- Law
- Philosophy and Religion
- Psychology
- Science & Technology

- Tourism Management

3. Doctoral Degree Programs

3.1 -Business Administration
-CEM
-CIS
- Computer Science
- Counseling Psychology
- Educational Leadership
- Food Biotechnology
- Information Technology
- Philosophy
- Religious Studies

- Telecommunications Sci.
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