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The Studies of Houses and Villages of the Nyah Kur in Chaiyaphum
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Abstract

This research is aimed to study the styles of houses, technical wisdom, construction technology,
settlement, as well as a case study on the physical components of Nyah Kur villages in order to find out
their architectural identities and values. The research methodology included collecting primary data from
surveying 8 Nyah Kur villages in Thep Sathit District, Chaiyaphum Province, the northeast of Thailand and
gathered the secondary data from documentary study, the physical survey and interview. The findings indicate
the significant development of the Nyah Kur community, from “forestry village” to “agricultural community. The
original residences of Nyah Kur people were bamboo houses tied with rattan, supported with wooden pillars
with prong. The garble roofs with bunch of knot vetiver grasses were found as their unique style roof
material - locally called “kra dob miew.” The house partitions were made of strips of split bamboo, timber and
sugar palm leaves. The identities found in their houses and villages represent their residential wisdom inspired
by striving for their self-supporting needs. The residences were adapted to the environment by utilizing limited
skills and construction technology. However, variable factors in different eras led to a change in their physical

culture of such community. At present, they have almost lost their ethnic identity.
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