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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research-is to study and compare ecotourism behavior of higher
education students. The variables are gender, GPA, field of study, family’s income, father and
mother’s education background, receptive to information about ecotourism, frequency of travelling,
knowledge of ecotourism and attitude towards ecotourism. The samples were higher education level
students in the up-middle region, academic year 2009. Multi-stage random sampling was used to
determine 400 samples for this study. Data collection was carried out in November to December 2009
by means of using qualified questionnaire. Statistical analysis software was used to analyze collected
data for percentage, mean, standard deviation, independent t-test and one way ANOVA. Pairwise
difference was considered by Scheffe’s method. The results showed that;

1. Ecotourism behavior of the students in terms of tourist attraction reinforcement and
conservation was rather high. However, the students’ behavior of obeying rules was rather low.

2. The students with different gender, field of study, family’s income, frequency of
travelling, knowledge of ecotourism; and attitude towards ecotourism will have different ecotourism
behavior differently in the statistic significance of .05.

3. The students who had different GPA, father and mother’s education background and

receptive to information about ecotourism had no significant difference about ecotourism behavior.

Key words: Tourism Behavior/ Ecotourism/ Up-middle Region/ Higher Education Level Students
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