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The Use of Insecticides to Eliminate Brown Plant Hopper by Rice Farmers

in Muang Uthai Thani District, Uthai Thani Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: 1) individual factors, exposure to agricultural
information, economic factors, knowledge of farmers about brown plant hopper, knowledge of farmers
to eliminate brown plant hopper. 2) to assess the use of insecticides to eliminate brown plant hopper by
rice farmers. 3) to find any problems with farmers use of insecticides to eliminate brown plant hopper,
and be in a position to suggest possible solutions. An interview schedule was used to collect data from

354 rice farmers who were growing crops during the 2554/55 wet season, and were registered with the
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Muang Uthai Thani District Agricultural Office, Uthai Thani Province. The statistical analysis which was
used for the interpretation of the data included , percentage, arithmetic means, and standard deviation.

The results of the research revealed that : 1) about half rice farmers were female (52.8 percent),
with an average age of 49.11 years, an elementary education, and an average period of chemical use of
15.01 years. The majority of farmers got information about the use of insecticides from agricultural officer.
The average income from planting rice was approximately 6,963.21 baht/rai, while the average amount of
rice produced was 736.64 kg./rai. The average area for rice plantation was 30.22 rais. In general the labor
force which was deployed in the spraying of insecticides in order to eliminate brown plant hopper,
consisted of around 3-4 persons. Farmers sprayed the insecticides by themselves, and also employed
others, to carry out this task. It was found that farmers possessed a high level of knowledge about brown
plant hopper, along with a moderate amount of knowledge on how to eliminate it. 2) The results of the
study also established that a high proportion of farmers use insecticides in order to eliminate brown plant
hopper. 3) They indicated that there are problems with the use of insecticide for eliminating brown plant
hopper. They said that it was expensive, and that having to wear chemical protection clothes was
uncomfortable, and inconvenient. Suggestions for dealing with these problems, were that the governmental

sector should control the price of insecticide, in order to make it less expensive.

Keywords: insecticides, eliminate, brown plant hopper, rice farmers, Muang Uthai Thani District, Uthai Thani Province
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