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Thesis Informal economy and development of border township

: A case study Mae Sai municipality , Chiang rai province
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ABSTRACT

The primary objective of this thesis is to study the particular urban domains and functions of Mae Sai;
a border town in Chiangrai province, north of Thailand. Its geographical location on the border
between Myanmar and Thailand has some significant characters of combination of formal and
informal economies. As an important inland checkpoint, Mae Sai has been playing great roles in
trans-boundary trades and businesses for centuries; known as formal economies. Coupled with this,
from the gloomy perspectives, it has been one of the largest bases of illegal trades and business
known as informal economies as well. Attempts were made to study and find out how these two
contrast activities support and facilitate this border town. Fieldworks, surveys and dialogues in
association with theoretical applications are adopted to explain the on-going development of Mae Sai.
Even further comprehensive analysis could not be undertaken due to limitation of time, it is rather
relevant; maybe not different from another border towns in Thailand that the informal economies are
key factors as hidden driving force of development of Mae Sai. No matter what are these informal
economic activities, it cannot be denied that Mae Sai continues to grow and the informal economies

have been parts of the border township.

Key word : Informal Economy, Cross-border, Border Town Development
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34 ﬂizmn‘;uazntjuﬁmaha (Population and Random Sampling)
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