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Physical Identity of Waterfront Community Markets along Tha Chin River:
A Case Study of Suphan Buri and Nakhon Pathom Provinces
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Abstracts

This research aims to study the physical characteristic of the Waterfront Community Markets along
Tha Chin River in Suphan Buri and Nakhon Pathom Provinces. It includes building pattern and architectural
characteristic of the markets and leads to a conclusion of the waterfront community market's physical identity.
This research employs a qualitative research to explore the physical characteristic of the markets by using
literature reviews, survey and open-end interviews. It is found that the total number of the 24 waterfront community
markets is based on a traditional lifestyle since agricultural-based community for living. However, there are some

slight differentiations among all the markets in terms of community history, location, economic characteristic,
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social activity, culture, norm, and custom which reflect in the building pattern and the characteristic of the
building. For the markets in Suphan Buri, the community is clustering along agricultural area, water source
and community route, and the building locates in the upright position against the river and its markets stretch
along the river in which the community route leads the location of the commercial building. For the markets
in Nakhon Pathom, it is a cluster community and the building also locates in the upright position against the
river. However, its markets equally stretch and surround the river. For both provinces, the building characteristic

is rather distinct with wooden row houses which are considered as a traditional style of the Tha Chin River.

Keywords: Physical Identity, Waterfront Community Market, Tha Chin River
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